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BAE SYSTEMS CUTS 
HUNDREDS OF JOBS 


pL at & WATCH 


OUI /.cO.uK a BY SIMON ROBINSON 
Wasernase ee Weems wv UP TO 300 BAE Systems workers 
: will lose their jobs in the New Year, 
W Yourmedway has learned. 
ies Employees at the Rochester arm of the 
Wass rmeae : ea multinational defence, security and aerospace 


company were told of the redundancies on 
Monday morning — ten days before Christmas 
Day. 

The job losses will see staff levels at the 
Maidstone Road site fall by up to a fifth. 
Workers said they were “stunned” by the news. 

One employee, who did not want to be 
named, said: “Everyone’s really down. 


HOWZAT: Blind and visually impaired youngsters 
are taught how to play cricket. Search ‘Cricket’ 


ALSO INSIDE 


“My boss called everyone in my team togeth- 
er for an urgent briefing shortly after 10am. 
We knew it was going to be bad news. 

“IT can’t believe how many people they want 


to axe though. A lot of people were just saying, 


LETTERS...0.0.. 2. PAGE 12 \ Thanks, merry Christmas.The atmosphere in 
- e office 1S really bad. 
LEISURE...................... PAGES 14-19 . 4 jj \ \ Another worker, who asked not to be identi- 
COMPETITION................... PAGE 20 =e = fied, said: “The timing is incredibly insensitive. 
“Why not break the news in the New Year? 
SPORT... cece PAGES 30-31 WHO TH J HILL Is TH AT? Nea Gl 1600 einploweee will co cirouch 
Christmas not knowing if their job is safe. ’m 
e@ . ” 
ISSN 1753-119- = in shock. 
TV Burp host Harry Hill has been signing copies of his latest book at Bluewater. The big-collared comic, BAE’s Dan Gobel, president for platform 
who picked up two British Comedy Awards last week, was at the shopping centre's Waterstone's book- solutions at Rochester, said: “We recognise this 
sellers on Thursday. Thousands of fans queued to meet the comedian, who was joined by the Knitted inne aeng Mer ing period for our employ- 
Character and ‘Heather’ from EastEnders. “Regrettably, this is ‘a difficult but Teseaaany 
Hill captured the hearts of Medway fans earlier this year when he announced his allegiance to the response to a changing market environment. 
towns, saying on his hit ITV show: “Big up the Medway posse.” As a responsible company, we are committed 
GUTTA SN119004 CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 


WISHING ALL OUR.CLIENTS-OLD“AND NEW, 34 High Street 
AVERY SPECIAL CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR Wet 


To.end a year that has been tough for everyone, your support and patronage 01634 880900 


throughout the year has been.much appreciated. 
We feel privileged that you have all chosen to continue. to use the salon and 
our whole team promise to work harder in.our 10th anniversary year, S al O Nn 
2010 to satisfy your hairdressing needs, thank you. 
Roll On 2010, it’s gGing/to be a\good*year forall of us One True-Salon 


WHAT'S ON & WATCH 


yourkenttv.co.uk 
TOP TV CLIPS 
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[1 } Tony Joseph from Cricket for Change on teaching blind 
==) and visually-impaired youngsters to play. Search ‘cricket’ 


OIOIO 


[2 KOS Media Business Challenge 2009 double award winner 
==) Charity Bank explains its ethical lending. Search ‘Bank’ 


OOD) 


Full screen 


Gillingham manager Mark Stimson on plans for the 
weekend game... and Christmas. Search ‘Gillingham’ 
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Forces Bishop's 


views on Taliban 
loyalty’ backtire 


Hl BY SIMON ROBINSON 


THE new bishop for the 
Armed Forces has come 
under fire after saying the 
Taliban can be admired for 


their faith and loyalty. 

The Rt Rev Stephen Venner, who 
recently moved to Rochester, made the 
controversial comments during an 
interview with a national newspaper 
published on Monday. 

He said: “We’ve been too simplistic 
in our attitude towards the Taliban. 

“There’s a large number of things 
that the Taliban say and stand for 
which none of us in the west could 
approve, but simply to say therefore 
that everything they do is bad is not 
helping the situation because it’s not 
honest really. 

“The Taliban can perhaps be 
admired for their conviction to their 
faith and their sense of loyalty to 
each other. 


Influence 


“We must remember that there 
are a lot of people who are under 
their influence for a whole range of 
reasons, and we simply can’t lump 
all of those together. 

“To blanket them all as evil and 
paint them as black is not helpful in a 
very complex situation.” 

Dr Venner, 65, who served as Bishop 
of Dover for ten years before taking up 
his new role and moving to Medway, 
said everyone in Afghanistan, includ- 
ing the Taliban, would have to be 
included in discussions to find a solu- 
tion to the conflict. 

Speaking to the Daily Telegraph, 
the bishop said: “Afghanistan is 
going we hope in the end to find a 
way to live together with justice and 
prosperity for all. 

“In order to do that we have to 
involve all the people of Afghanistan 
to find it. 


EXQUISITE JEWELLERY 


UNDER FIRE: Rt Rev Stephen Venner praised 
the Taliban's ‘faith and sense of loyalty” 


“Tt is that lasting and just peace that 
will in the end justify the sacrifices our 
servicemen and women have made.” 

The bishop’s comments were con- 
demned by MPs, political commenta- 
tors and the families of British sol- 
diers injured or killed in action. 

One MP accused Dr Venner of 
giving “comfort and succour to the 
enemy”. 

Speaking to the BBC in the fall-out 
of the newspaper article, the bishop 
admitted he had been naive. 

He said: “I am not trying to support 
the Taliban. Very far from it. I am very 
supportive of our forces. 

“And if what I've said and the way 
it's been reported, has caused offence, 
then of course I'm deeply grieved, and 
very apologetic, and if that comes 
under the heading of naivety then I 
plead guilty.” 


View 100s of 


our exquisite jewellery at 


www.yourkenttv.co.uk 


Just search for 
‘exquisite jewellery’ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


How police nearly shot 
actor Craig on film set 


CORONATION Street star Craig 
Charles was almost shot dead by a 
police sniper during the filming of a 
gangland movie. 

The 45-year-old Corrie actor — who 
plays cabbie Lloyd Mullaney in the 
soap — was taking part in the filming 
of The Dealer on the River Medway 
when armed cops surrounded the set. 

Filming of the movie, directed by 
former BBC music composer Tony 
Royden, had to be stopped when the 
Red Dwarf actor realised there was a 
infrared laser dot on his chest as a 
police marksman took aim. 

Mr Royden said: “We tried to conceal 
the filming but apparently the police 
got five different calls telling them 
someone was being murdered. 


Drivers fined after 
road tax clampdown 


NEARLY 100 drivers were prosecut- 
ed last month for having no road tax. 
Medway council, Kent Police and 
the DVLA took action against 94 driv- 
ers throughout November, seizing the 
vehicles of 78 of these motorists. 

The remaining 16 vehicle owners 
received a fine and a surety to the 
DVLA totalling £260. 

Medway council’s community safety 
boss, Rehman Chishti, said: “There is 
no excuse for not paying up. Initiatives 
such as this ensure that our roads 
remain safe.” 


Consultants rewarded 
for exceptional efforts 


TWO top hospital consultants who 
went above and beyond the call of 
duty have been recognised by the 
Department of Health for their contri- 
bution to patients and the NHS. 

Surgeon Chris Butler and anaes- 
thetist Kirti Mukherjee received 
bronze awards in the 2009 clinical 
excellence awards. 

Chris, recognised for his contribu- 
tion to both local and national 
research, teaching and training with- 
in the NHS, said: “It is a great honour 
not only for me to have my contribu- 
tions to the NHS recognised in this 
way, but also for the Trust — an organ- 
isation I have been proud to work for 
and represent for nearly 20 years.” 


POWERED BY 
KOS MEDIA 


tea 


Attack victim launches 


i BY SIMON ROBINSON 


A BRAVE young woman who was 
battered by a drunken thug has 
launched an online campaign for 
justice after seeing her attacker 


walk free from court. 

Sarah Walsh, 21, from Gillingham, suffered 
life-threatening injuries in the attack, includ- 
ing a fractured nose, cheek and jaw, torn liga- 
ments in her shoulder and knee and a deep 
gash in the back of her head. 

She was also left with blurred vision, a perfo- 
rated eardrum and bruises all over her body. 

The man who inflicted the horrific injuries 
was Terry Day, the boyfriend of Sarah’s friend 
Chelsea Grant. 

The 40-year-old pleaded guilty to actual bodi- 
ly harm against Sarah, assault against Chelsea 
and criminal damage, yet he walked free from 
Medway Magistrates Court with just a 90-day 
suspended sentence, 60-day curfew and order 
to carry out 200 hours unpaid work. 

Sarah, who is awaiting surgery for her 
injuries, said the justice system had failed her. 

But the MidKent College student has thrown 
off the victim tag to call for a change in the law. 

She has set up the Battered and Bruised: 
Where is the Justice? group on social network- 
ing site Facebook, which has already been 
backed by more than 250 supporters. 

Sarah said: “I can’t believe Terry was allowed 


BAE calls for 
redundancy 
volunteers 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

response to a changing market 
environment. As a responsible com- 
pany, we are committed to provid- 
ing support for affected staff 
including outplacement advice, 


online call for justice 


L 


to walk free from court. He is a big danger. He 
almost killed me. 

“I feel really let down by the justice system. 
I've always been supportive of the police force 
and justice system, but since the verdict I feel 
like we've lost our community. 

“The Facebook group is for all those people 
who have suffered but have not had the justice 
they deserve. They should change the law.” 

Sarah described the horrific night in March 
when Terry attacked her. 

She said: “My friend Chelsea, her boyfriend 
Terry and I went for some drinks. When it was 
time to leave, Terry got agitated because the 


Police hunt hooded 
man after raids at 
three bookmakers 


BATTERED: 
Terry Day 
walked free 
from court 
witha 
suspended 
sentence, 
curfew and 
work order 
after attack- 
ing Sarah 
Walsh 


taxi didn’t turn up. 

“He lost his temper with Chelsea and 
attacked her. I tried to calm him down and he 
turned on me. He punched me in the face and 
all over my body. He then grabbed my arm and 
leg and threw me across the room. 

“All because I stepped in to help my friend.” 

Day, of West Street, West Malling, admitted 
ABH, assault and criminal damage at Medway 
Magistrates Court on Friday, October 16. 

He was given a 30-day prison sentence for 
each offence, suspended for 12 months. He was 
also ordered to pay £750 compensation and 
£100 costs. 


redeployment and retraining.” 

The job losses come after similar 
cutbacks were announced in 
September. 

BAE bosses said they aimed to 
shut the Woodford plant, near 
Stockport, at the end of 2012, with 
the loss of 630 jobs. 

A further 205 positions are to go 
at BAE’s Samlesbury site, and 170 
at its Warton facility, both in 
Lancashire. 

In addition, 111 jobs will go in 
Farnborough. To minimise compul- 
sory redundancies in Rochester, the 
company will launch a voluntary 
severance scheme. Compulsory 
redundancies will be implemented 
if there are not enough volunteers. 

BAE Systems provides a range of 
products and services for air, land 
and naval forces, as well as 
advanced electronics, security, IT 
solutions and customer support. 

With approximately 105,000 
employees worldwide, BAE 
Systems’ sales exceeded £18.5 bil- 
lion in 2008. 


POLICE are hunting this hooded 
man after armed robberies on three 
Medway bookmakers. 

The man targeted shops in Strood 
and Snodland over four days. 

Each time he threatened staff, 
claiming to be carrying a weapon, 
before leaving with cash. 

The Association of British 
Bookmakers is offering a reward for 
any information leading to the 
arrest and charge of the offender. 

The first robbery took place at the 
Coral Bookmakers in Strood High 
Street at llam on Sunday, 
November 29. 

A man then struck at the Coral 
Bookmakers in Gun Lane, Strood, at 
8.50pm the following day. 

The Choice Bet bookmakers in 
Snodland High Street was held up at 
noon on Wednesday, December 2. 

Chief Superintendent Steve 
Corbishley said: “We are connecting 
these robberies and are keen to hear 
from anyone who may have informa- 
tion about any of the incidents. 

“Fortunately this type of offence is 


rare and no-one was hurt, but staff 
were shaken by the events. 

“There have not been any further 
robberies, and I would urge the man 
or anyone who recognises the man to 
contact police immediately.” 

The man is white, aged between 20 
and 30 years old and 6ft tall. 

He was wearing a light green 
parka-style coat with a furry collar, 
light-coloured jeans, sunglasses and 
brown shoes during all three rob- 
beries. Call police on 01634 792567 
or Kent CrimeStoppers on 0800 555 
111, or e-mail the Medway Area 
Major Enquiry Team at amet.med- 
way@kent.pnn.police.uk. 


Potters Kitchens & 
Bathrooms Ltd 
provide quality made 
to measure products 
as either fully fitted 
or supply only 


KETCHUINS & RATHBOOWES ETTD You will not be d aap ited i 


[2] 
Commuters left 


stranded by first 
high speed train 


HUNDREDS of angry commuters were 
left stranded on Monday after a packed 
high speed train service was cancelled. 

The 7.37am train from Rochester to 
London St Pancras failed to reach its 
destination, after a member of staff 
missed the train. 

The frustrated commuters’ inaugural 
journey on HS1 ended at Ebbsfleet, forc- 
ing workers to change trains to complete 
the trip. 

Mark Reckless, parliamentary candi- 
date for the Rochester and Strood seat, 
was among those who were late follow- 
ing Southeastern Train’s cancellation of 
its flagship service. 

The Tory councillor said: “It came as a 
great disappointment to me and my fel- 
low commuters who arrived at Strood 
station this morning to catch the 7.42am 
high speed service to find it had been 
cancelled because of missing train crew. 

“To say Iam furious is something of an 
understatement, particularly given the 
fact that it is going to cost passengers 
from Strood £106.52 a week for the priv- 
ilege of being late for work as I was! 

“Hoping for the best, but expecting the 
worst’ probably best describes the atti- 
tude of commuters regarding the intro- 
duction of the new Southeastern 
timetable.” 

A spokesman for Southeastern Trains 
said: “The 7.37am train from Rochester 
was unable to complete its journey to St 
Pancras due to a staff shortage. 

“Southeastern is running a new 
timetable that is new to customers as 
well as staff — everything changes. 

“We operate more than 2,000 services 
a day, so inevitably there will be some 
delays and cancellations. However, this 
is a very important and busy day for us 
and things have largely gone very well.” 


STOP DREAMING ABOUT IT, 
DO IT... 


Whether you're starting 
from scratch or 
renovating your old 


Our full installation 
service covers design, 
carpentry, 
building alterations, 
electrics to part P, 
plumbing, tiling and 
decoration 


Showroom at: 147 Whitehill Road, Gravesend Kent 


01474 331280 www.potters4u.co.uk 


IN BRIEF 


Hospital to he filled with 
cheer by carol singers 


YOUNGSTERS from Skinner Street 
Primary School will sing carols to patients 
at Medway Maritime Hospital today. 

The choir is hoping to bring festive cheer 
to the hospital. 

Senior hospital chaplain Rev Steve Spen- 
cer said: “We have been welcoming school 
choirs for the last six or so years and it has 
become something of a tradition that we 
look forward to. All the patients appreciate 
the singing and it really lifts their spirits.” 


TV deal could be of help 
to youngsters in hospice 


ELECTRICAL goods giant Sony is urging 
customers to take part in the company’s 
charity TV tradeathon. 

If more than 75 gadget fans trade in their 
set at Sony’s flagship Bluewater store before 
Christmas Eve, the multinational firm has 
promised to donate a £700 flat-screen HD 
TV to Demelza Hospice Care for Children. 

The tradeathon sees customers receive up 
to £150 off a new Sony Bravia LCD TV. 


Free food for one year a 
reward for plucky taster 


MEAT-loving Joanne Collins has been given 
a year-long free meal ticket after being cho- 
sen as Harvester’s official chicken tester. 

The 37-year-old, from Rochester, is one of 
a dozen new recruits to the restaurant 
chain’s nationwide food panel. 

She will now enjoy a free, three-course 
meal for two once every three months at the 
Queens Head on Maidstone Road, Wigmore. 

Joanne said: “I’ve always been a fan of 
Harvester and I will take my new responsi- 
bilities very seriously.” 


Fire service wins warm 
appreciation in report 


MEDWAY’ firefighters have been praised 
in the industry regulator’s latest report. 

Kent and Medway Fire and Rescue Auth- 
ority is said to perform well, have strong 
leadership and a good grasp of its finances. 

Chief Fire Officer Charlie Hendry said: “I 
know how hard our staff work to provide the 
best possible service and so I am delighted 
that 81 per cent of people questioned, said 
they are satisfied with our service.” 

The survey was by the Audit Commission. 
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REMEMBERING: Shorne Village. c1920s; Strood Dock near the ent 


rance to the Thames and Medway Canal c1920s and cherry pickers at Pump Lane Farm, Rainham, cl1900 


Picture the past online 


MORE than 1,000 historic pictures 
taken across the Medway Towns 
have been uploaded onto an exten- 


sive online database. 

The free photographic website — called 
Medway Images — was launched this morning. 

It features a wide range of snapshots dating 
back to the 1800s and captures the towns’ 
rural and naval history. 

Highlights archive include a photo of cherry 
pickers at Pump Lane Farm in 1900, Eastling 
Cottage in Borstal taken at around the same 
time and a stunning Cooling Castle in 1920. 

A number of glass plate negatives previous- 
ly held by the Guildhall Museum in Rochester 
have also been uploaded onto the website. 


WHO NOSE THE SOURCE: MP Jonathan Shaw is 
pleased Luton should now hopefully smell better 


Hl BY SIMON ROBINSON 


Medway Council’s community services boss 
Howard Doe said: “Medway Archive and Local 
Studies Centre has long been committed to 
digitising its collections and making its docu- 
ments available to a wider audience. This proj- 
ect aims to make these images easily available 
on the internet for everyone to enjoy. 

“This has very much been a community proj- 
ect and I would like to thank the team of vol- 
unteers who have helped digitise, prepare and 
process the images, as well as residents who 
have donated to the centre. 

“I hope everyone will learn about Medway’s 
past by viewing these images that reflect 


changing history of our neighbourhoods.” 

See www.medway.gov.uk/medwayimages to 
view the images. The database is searchable 
by the names of specific places, streets, build- 
ings, people and landmarks. The search 
results are sorted and displayed by the date or 
approximate date of the photographs. 

Some of the prints and photographs have 
been sourced from local government depart- 
ments, but many have been donated. 

Medway Archives and Local Studies Centre 
is keen to encourage residents to donate more 
pictures of historical value and would like to 
hear from anyone who has images they would 
like to be considered for inclusion. 

Call the centre on 01634 332714 or email 
malsc@medway.gov.uk for details. 


The sweet smell of success 


THE pungent Luton Arches pong problem 
has been solved, according to sewer chiefs. 

The mysterious odour has plagued the cen- 
tral Chatham plot for the past few years, leav- 
ing residents and motorists clutching their 
noses and Southern Water bosses scratching 
their heads. 

Sewers beneath the site have been found to 
be in full working order — and so the source of 
the problem is still yet to be determined. 

But Southern Water's chief executive Les 
Dawson said he has a sweet-smelling solu- 
tion: “We have provided air-tight seals to 
three manhole covers in the area so that 


these can be eliminated as a source of odour. 

“The sewers have also been scheduled for a 
six-monthly cycle of cleaning. 

“There is anecdotal evidence that odour 
issues occur after a prolonged dry spell. We 
have now written to Medway Council to 
request that the highway gullies are regular- 
ly refilled during prolonged dry weather peri- 
ods to prevent odours rising. 

“I am confident the work carried out will 
result in the elimination of complaints.” 

Chatham and Aylesford MP Jonathan 
Shaw said he was delighted that the smell 
could be neutralised. 


THE YOUNG PERSON'S 
HISTORY GUIDE TO 


THE YOUNG PERSON'S 


FYLNII SAIGNLS 1V901 ONY SAATHONY AVMGAW S8anqoig 


CANTERBURY HISTOR g 


Written especially for young people, this 
richly illustrated 40-page softback guide 
charts Canterbury’s fascinating history 
over the past 2,000 years. 


Put US i 0) the test Available from Canterbury bookshops, 


. museums and visitor attractions 
Phone to make an appointment priced £5.99, or buy online at 


Micks MOTs Ltd Tel: 01634 827977 www.0OTBShop.co.uk. 


17 Castle View Business Centre, Gashouse Road, Rochester 


MARTYN BARR 


STATE-OF-THE-ART: The £23m Police headquarters in Gillingham was constructed under a private finance initiative 
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Charge over car break-in 


A GILLINGHAM man has been charged 
with car theft following a break-in earlier this 
week. 

Darryl Davies, of Watling Street, was 
arrested on Tuesday, December 8 following 
an investigation into a reported theft around 
the Darland area. 

He admitted stealing £30 from a car on the 
Darland estate. 

The 28-year-old has been released on bail to 
appear at Medway Magistrates Court on 
January 7. 

Under the terms of his bail, Davies must 
remain at his home address between 7pm 
and 7am every day, not enter the Darland 
estate for any reason and report to Medway 
Police Station three times a week. 

Detective Sergeant Adam Marshall said: 
“Fortunately reported thefts from motor vehi- 
cles are low, but I urge all drivers to ensure 
money and valuables are not left on display.” 


Festive flavours at market 


A CONTINENTAL Christmas market will 
be held in Chatham this weekend. 

The market boasts a wide range of 
Europeans gifts, goods and treats. 

Items on offer include jewellery, festive pre- 
serves and a variety of clothing. 

The market will be held in Chatham High 
Street, at the junction with Railway Street, 
from 10am to 5pm on Saturday. 

It will also be held in the same location on 
Tuesday, December 22 and Wednesday 23. 


Big talk lessons for dads 


A FATHER has become the first dad in 
Medway to complete a course on how to talk to 
their children more easily about sexual health. 

Jay Champion completed the eight-week 
Speakeasy course alongside six mothers. 

The 34-year-old father-of-three said he was 
now more comfortable talking about the 
birds and the bees with his children. 

He said: “Fathers should be involved in 
their children’s lives and I am now more 
informed and confident to talk to my children 
if they have a problem or want to talk to me 
rather than their mum. 

“I would recommend this course to other 
dads; it’s fun, relaxed and you learn interest- 
ing information which you can share with 
your children in the right way.” 


Police aren't even 


allowed to change 
loo roll at new HQs 


POLICE are so bogged down by 
red tape at two new stations they 


can’t even change a lightbulb. 

Replacing toilet rolls is also off limits for 
officers at two privately built police “super- 
stations” in the north of the county. 

Kent Police’s state-of-the-art £23million 
Medway Headquarters in Gillingham and 
the £3lm North Kent police station in 
Gravesend were constructed under private 
finance initiatives. 

And those deals mean maintenance con- 
tracts are handled by a private contractor. 

As a result frustrated officers have to send 
off request forms or call a 24-hour hotline for 
everyday supplies including toilet rolls, light- 
bulbs and cutlery. 

According to Police Review, they must also 
call the hotline if they want to put up crime 
prevention posters or even reposition plants 
and litter bins. 

Ian Pointon, chairman of Kent Police 
Federation, said the latest situation was 
“bonkers”. 

Hog-tied 

He said: “Police officers are practical, can- 
do sorts and if they are sitting at their desk 
and a bulb goes they just want to get up, go 
to a cupboard, get a new bulb, screw it in and 
get back to work. 

“They don’t want to be sitting there in the 
dark ringing a 24-hour emergency helpline 
asking for the bulb to be changed. 

“But the problem is that if you want a new 
police station these days, the only way to get 
funding is a private finance initiative and 
with that you don’t own the building. 

“PFIs [private finance initiatives] are a 
hog-tied agreement that stops officers from 
tasks as routine as changing a light bulb. 

“During the Kingsnorth climate change 
protests in July and August last year, a 
meeting was held to decide where to place a 
rubbish bin and a table to serve officers tea 
and coffee. 

“Officers, quite rightly, wanted simply to put 
a table out with the tea and coffee machines on 
it and put a bin beside it for the teabags.” 


i BY NICK AMES 


However Kent Police have said the system 
is a good one. 

Assistant Chief Constable Gary 
Beautridge said: “The overwhelming majori- 
ty of staff in North Kent are delighted to be 
working in an outstanding new building that 
is one of the most modern police stations in 
the country. There have been massive bene- 
fits for us in moving to a central location and 
it means we can deliver even better policing 
in North Kent. 

“By using a contractor to undertake the 
routine service work we free up staff to con- 
centrate on the matters that concern the 
public — continuing to reduce the level of 
crime across the county. 

“We are absolutely delighted with the 
equipping and quality of the new police sta- 
tion and look forward to working from there 
for many years to come. Our relationship 
with the contractor is excellent.” 

Simon Redman, director of finance for Kent 
Police, said: “There is an agreement in place 
to ensure the smooth day to day running of 
the PFT police stations which address situa- 
tions such as the changing of light bulbs and 
the maintenance of toilets. 

“The contractors are responsible for the 
upkeep of the buildings and have to adhere 
to strict supply agreements. 

“That means if something goes wrong 
they need to address the issue within an 
agreed time frame or face a penalty fee. 
They have set up round the clock helpdesks 
that allow staff to report any issues by 
phone or email. 

“We believe this offers a more comprehen- 
sive package to staff than in the old police 
stations. The helpdesk is no more bureau- 
cratic than previous processes. 

“We have to remember the supplier is 
responsible for maintaining the building 
including anything that is placed on the walls. 

“They hold the risk and will pick up any 
financial cost if something goes wrong which 
is why we advise staff not to take on mainte- 
nance jobs themselves.” 
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Estimates Delivery Landlords Trade Discount 
Underlay Fitting Developers _ Letting Agents 
Call for details 
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Millwood Court, Tovil Hill, 
Tovil, Maidstone ME15 605 
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LOVED ME 


a b. {/ ; 
Join VILLAGE > \\ 


health & fithess today and —- x 
get the REST OF THE 
YEAR FREE* 


=> 70 pieces of state-of-the-art equipment 
= 25m swimming pool, sauna and steam 
&” Wide range of classes to suit all abilities, 


Call 01622 672200 
or call in to receive a free day pass. 


Win a 3 month joint membership; 
complete your details... 


Seperate eects eV 
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VILLAGE 


hotels 


and return to Village Hotel Maidstone 
Forstal Road, Maidstone ME143AQ 


Terms and conditions apply. 


Full-time fast rail 


service promises 


travel revolution 


BY ED HILL 


MONDAY saw the introduction of 
the full high-speed rail service to 


London for Kent. 

The 140mph Hitatchi Javelin trains will all 
terminate at St Pancras. 

To mark the launch on Monday Dame Kelly 
Holmes travelled Rochester with transport 
minister Lord Adonis. The Olympic gold 
medallist has had one of the trains named 
after her. 

Some towns like Ashford see the new service 
as vital to their economic and growth plans. 
The new service means commuters can travel 
to the capital in 37 minutes from the town. 
Recent improvements have been made to the 


station in time for launch and the trains will 
be serviced at a new depot built in the town. 

Ashford council leader Paul Clokie said: “I 
am glad that this day has finally arrived. This 
means we will be able to take Ashford forward 
to new heights.” 

However, some towns have lost out in the 
timetable shake up. Maidstone commuters 
will now only be able to travel to London 
Victoria using the old mainline services. 

The high-speed service also comes at a price 
with commuters having to pay a premium. For 
example, a peak time return from Ashford will 
cost £48.70, about eight pounds more than the 
standard fare. 

But the new timetable will mean an extra 200 
trains will be running across the region and 
capacity will increase by five per cent. 

Transport Secretary, Andrew Adonis said: 


ON TRACK: The full high-speed timetable is now in operation, bringing a long-promised revolution in transport to the 
county and - it is hoped - many economic benefits in its slipstream 


“These fantastic new services, made possible 
by the Government's investment in this 
£5.8bn high speed new line, are changing the 


Bullet trains to shake up the timetable 


KENT stations will benefit from 
between three and 12 morning 
rush-hour services with the 
arrival of High Speed 1. 

The introduction of the 140mph 
bullet trains has contributed to 
one of the biggest timetable 
shake-ups in more than 40 
years, with more than 150 stops 
scheduled every day between 
7am and 10am. 

As one of the service’s main 
hubs, Ebbsfleet will receive 12 trains 
during that period while there will 
be six at each of Medway’s five 
stations as well as at Gravesend, 
Sittingbourne, Faversham, Margate 
and Broadstairs. 

The new Southeastern 


on the mainline, and an annual 


passengers, see the full introduc- 


SITTING COMFORTABLY: Inside the Javelin train; the route and, right, a bullet train and regular Southeastern service side by side 


make any adjustments which are 


timetable — which includes nor- 
mal mainline services — will pro- 
vide passengers with more than 
200 extra trains per day and 
boost capacity by five per cent. 
However, HS1 fares’ will 
increase by about £8 per journey 
to pay for the technology, adding 
about £730 to annual season tick- 
et prices. For example, a return 
ticket from Ashford on HS1 will 
cost £48.70 compared with £40.60 


season ticket will cost £4,536 com- 
pared with £3,780. Regular com- 
muters are being advised to visit 
www.southeasternrailway.co.uk to 
see how the changes affect them. 

Managing director Charles 
Horton said: “We’ve worked hard 
over the years with stakeholders 
to be able to get to this point and 
this new timetable is very impor- 
tant for Kent. 

“It will provide more choice for 


tion of high-speed services and 
help us continue to improve per- 
formance levels. 

“The majority of passengers will 
see an improvement in services, 
but as with all timetables compro- 
mises have had to be made and 
not everyone will be satisfied. 
However, once we've introduced 
the timetable we will monitor 
services closely and work with the 
Department for Transport to 


“Ae 


The Smart way to find a home in the County 
POWERED) BY KOS MEDIA’ 


necessary.” 

Ramsgate, Canterbury West, 
Ashford, Dover and the two 
Folkestone stations will each 
receive five morning rush-hour 
services per day, while there will 
be three at Whitstable, Herne Bay 
and Birchington. Maidstone has 
been left off the high-speed map 
altogether, but KCC has revealed 
plans to build a new station in the 
county town and link it to HS1. 


transport map of Kent. Journey times have 
shrunk dramatically, bringing regeneration 
and new opportunities for investment.” 
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Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 Email advertising@kosmediacouk 


QUESTION & ANSWER 


DAVID 
PROTHERO 


Q" us a little about yourself. 


I was born in Yorkshire and started to play 

the violin at school when I was eight. As a 
teenager I wanted to continue playing music 
when I left school. My Dad said that would be a 
tough and very competitive job choice. He was 
probably right, so I continued playing but also 
studied civil engineering. 


How long have you been with the orchestra and what is 

your role? 

What was initially the Rochester Arts 

Orchestra started with a concert at St 
Nicholas’ Church, Strood, in October 1969 — the 
same year I came to live in Medway, working for 
a civil engineering and building company. There 
were just 10 players to start with. I joined as a 
player about two years after that. Later, I 
became a section leader, joined the committee 
and more recently became chairman. 


40 years is a big landmark, what do you put the 

orchestra's longevity down to? 

The orchestra started rehearsing on 

Monday evenings in what is now the 
University of the Creative Arts at Fort Pitt. 
Rehearsals were well attended and it soon 
became a very friendly evening and that is a 
feeling everyone has helped keep. Forty years 
doesn’t seem very long when everyone is 
happy. Both my children played with the 
orchestra and new players keep it young. 


How has the orchestra changed over the years? 


It’s grown! From those initial 10 players to 

a full symphony orchestra — there were 
nearly 80 players on the stage at the Central 
Theatre for the 40th anniversary concert in 
November. That is a superb big sound only 
dreamed of back in 1969. And the name has 
changed to match. The City of Rochester 
Symphony Orchestra is now well recognised. 


What do you most enjoy about it? 


Playing music together with so many tal- 

ented musicians here in Medway. And 
when the conductor’s baton comes down for 
the first note, to a hushed and expectant audi- 
ence of over 500 in the Central Theatre, there 
is the thrill as the full orchestra opens up and 
fills the hall with amazing rich sound. 


Q"" does the future hold for the orchestra? 


Always interesting change and develop- 

ment. New music, new players, new oppor- 
tunities, new ideas, and a new website: 
www.CRSO.org.uk. This year we welcome 
Peter Bassano, our new conductor and musical 
director. With a long career as a player with 
the London Philharmonia, plus nearly 15 
years as professor and Head of the Brass 
Faculty at the Royal College of Music, the 
orchestra will certainly continue to develop, 


attracting eager new players and audiences to 
Medway’s own full Symphony Orchestra. 


Q" do you like to do outside the orchestra? 


Not surprisingly, play my violin. In quar- 

tets and small groups for enjoyment with 
friends and also to give concerts. I have electric 
violins which I like playing as well. I also love 
to see as many live performances as I can — 
theatre, dance, circus and all types of music. 


Q" us something about you most people do not know. 


My father was quite wise about work — I 

enjoy construction work as much as music. 
I have worked at the first and played at the 
other and that way round have been very 
happy with both. Most people who know me as 
a builder don’t know I’m a musician and most 
who know me as a musician cannot believe I 
am a builder (especially when they see the 
state of my bungalow)). 


Who is your favourite performer and why? 


Three fiddle players, all very different ages 
and styles but I can’t decide on my 
favourite: Fritz Kreisler, Stephane Grappelli 
and Chris Leslie. With all of them, the player, 
violin and listener magically become as one in 
the music making. 


The City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra chairman and violinist talks to Simon Ro 
groups 40th anniversary celebrations and his love of construction work. 


AND TOURS 


January 

Friday 8th Westfield Shopping Centre £14.00 
Saturday 9th Brighton Ice Show £34.00 
Sunday 17th Brighton Ice Show £34.00 
Wednesday 20th Maidstone & Newnham Court 

Shopping Village £7.50 
Saturday 23rd Brighton Ice Show £34.00 

February 
Monday 1st Afternoon Cite Europe £14.00 
Thursday 4th Ikea & Lakeside £16.50 
Saturday 6th De Panne £19.50 
Monday 15th Dickens World £16.00 
Thursday 18th Boulogne & Nausicaa £25.00 
Saturday 20th Disneyland, Paris £67.50 
Wednesday 24th Brick Lane Music Hall £37.50 
March 

Monday 1st Afternoon Cite Europe £14.00 
Sunday 7th London Eye & Thames Cruise £37.50 
Tuesday 9th Westfield Shopping Centre £17.00 
Thursday 11th Kensington Palace £25.00 
Saturday 13th De Panne £19.50 
Friday 19th The Stitch & Craft Show 2010 

at Olympia £22.00 
Sunday 21st Yesterdays World & 

Battle Abbey £16.50 
Wednesday 24th Ideal Home Exhibition £28.00 
Thursay 25th Boulogne £24.00 
Saturday 27th Bruges £32.00 


Time is running out, place your order soon 
to avoid the expected 2010 VAT increase. 


The Government are expected to 
increase VAT in 2010. If you are 


currently considering new windows, 


doors or a new conservatory take 


our traditional style Woodgrain Range, yo re 
sound advice from our experienced consultants. 


Call Fineline today for more info on our complete 
range or come and see us at one of our local 
showsites for a free no obligation quotation. 


POLHILL GARDEN CENTRE, SEVENOAKS 


page Hea COUR 


STONE 


call: 1.0800 449988 FINELINE. 


www.finelinewindows.co.uk 


WINDOWS e DOORS e CONSERVATORIES 


* To take advantage of the lower rate VAT, payment must be made in full by December 31st 2009. 
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° SEVEN suspected flytippers have been arrest- 
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were arrested after police received reports that 
8.14am 3.28pm Sunday 2:56pm 49m a number of people were emptying rubbish on 
Ash Tree Lane on Friday, December 4. 


FIVE-DAY KENT FORECAST AROUND THE Police Sergeant Tony Dyer said: “We were 


told about the offence taking place and were 


Thur | Fri Mon Thur | Fri | Sat | Sun | Mon able to react quickly and arrest the men who 
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° ° ° ° ° 0 S ° ° ° Athens 14°C | New York 4°C “Working alongside our partners we are keen 
Chatham 4°C | 4°C | S°C | 4°C | 5°C «Ramsgate = °C | 3°C | 4°C | 3°C | 3°C noma 7C| Paris rc to prevent people from flytipping across Medway 
Dartford 4°C | 3°C | 4°C | 4°C | 4°C Rochester = 4°C | 4°C| 5°C | 4°C | 5°C Beijing FC | Rome 9°¢ | and if caught then they will face prosecution. 
5 5 5 z 5 rs 5 a 5 z Bombay 32°C | Sydney orc The men arrested were a 22-year-old from 
Dover 3°C | 4°C | 5°C | 3°C | 4°C = Sevenoaks HC | AC) BC | Ae | 2c Cape Town 31°C | Tenerife 23°C Rochester, a 48-year-old of no fixed address and 
Faversham 4°C | 4°C | 5°C | 4°C | 5°C Sittingbourne 4°C | 4°C | 5°C | 4°C | 5°C Cardiff 6C’| Tokyo 10°C gr er ay men, aged 17, 20, 23, 25 and 26. 
2 e é ey have all been released on bail until 
Folkestone 3°C | 4°C | 5°C | 3°C | 4°C_ Tonbridge 4° | 3°C | 4°C | 3°C | 3°C pai a oemnemy ns January 13. ae 
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The magnificent 600sqm Ice Rink is now open at Bluewater. eet: 
‘ So glide over, get into the Christmas spirit and go ae 
it’s one of the most festive activities of the season. 
The rink is undercover this year but don’t forget to pack 
your hat and gloves. Prices start from £5.00 
(ticket prices include skate hire) 


* 


* 
By, * * 


HOW TO BOOK: 


ONLINE: www.ticketmaster.co.uk/bluewaterwinterwonderland 


BY PHONE: Call 0844 847 1744 Lines open 24 hours 7 days a week 
School and Group Booking Line: 0844 844 2121 
Lines open from Mon to Fri: Yam — 6:30pm Sat & Bank Holidays: 9am - 3:30pm 


AT THE BOX OFFICE: Book at one of the box offices at the Winter Wonderland 
PLEASE NOTE: The minimum age on the ice rink is 3 years old There’s (Ol alatsinalets shopping...and there’s Blue W ater 


For more info and full T&C’s visit: www.bluewater.co.uk Bluewater is now open until 10pm 6 days a week. Mega days - Open until 11pm on 21st, 22nd, 23rd Dec 


Getting to and from Bluewater: Close to junction 2 of the M25. Free car parking spaces 


A FABULOUS TRIP TO For Bluewater updates & your chance to win, register now ONLINE: www.bluewater.co.uk/keepintouch. 
NEW YORK WITH KLJGINI OR TEXT ‘NEW YORK’ TO: 81222. Standard network rates & T&Cs apply. KUONI - The Lower Guildhall in Bluewater. 


‘Lwill do anything 


i BY NICK AMES 


THE basement of an anonymous 
backstreet building in Calais 
holds supplies essential to the sur- 
vival of some of the most destitute 


people in Europe. 

Not medicines, drugs or vaccines, but sim- 
ply blankets, sleeping bags and clothes — pro- 
tection against the cold as winter draws on. A 
dedicated group of Kent-based volunteers 
who run the place live in fear of a police raid 
and the confiscating of their supplies — after 
all, helping refugees is a crime under French 
law. 

Attacked and imprisoned by police, using 
battery acid to remove identifying finger- 
prints and vilified by many in the country 
they want to make their home, the migrants 
live in conditions of squalor as they nightly 
try to conceal themselves onto Dover-bound 
lorries.But some still have time to practise 
cricket in the area set aside for feeding them 
— work undertaken by charities with money 
from local government. Afghan asylum seek- 
ers learnt the game after spending time in 
Pakistani refugee camps. 

“Inshallah” (God willing) they say in the 
hope they might one day bowl on an English 
village green. The supplies have been taken 
across the Channel by ferry by activists work- 
ing for Kent Refugee Help. 

They say it is vital that aid reaches the 
migrants after their camps were torn down 
and destroyed by police earlier this year. 

The supplies are kept in the cellar of a 
building away from prying eyes. Rooms con- 
tain bedding, clothes and footwear, all of 
which has been donated. The migrants can 
come and get what they need — a constant 
stream as temporary shelters are destroyed 


by police. The latest area for Afghans to con- 
gregate became known as the New Pashtun 
Jungle — an area of woodland criss-crossed by 
paths and backing on to a lorry park. Signs of 
recent habitation are everywhere and it 
appeared to have been abandoned in a hurry. 
Ahmed is from Afghanistan and recently 
arrived in Calais after a three-year journey 
from his homeland. 

“I paid $6,000 (about £4,000) to the people 
smugglers to get me here,” he said. 

“T first set out in a truck for the border with 
Tran and despite frequent road checks in that 
country I made it across with help from 
friends in the city of Isfahan. Kurds smuggled 
me into Turkey — I was there for two years 
before I managed to get across the border. 

“After that I took buses across Europe, 
always getting someone else to buy my ticket 
as I had no passport and no identification. 

“My life in Afghanistan was hell. I left all 
my friends and family, but I knew I had to 
take a chance. I think I will be given the 
chance to work in England. I will do anything 
to get a stable life.” 

The migrants face daily harassment from 
police, with the CRS riot police the most 
aggressive. Migrants picked up in Greece and 
Italy are often fingerprinted and their details 
kept on a database. If they are stopped again 


SHELTER: Refugees at the so-called New Pashtun Jungle in 
Calais bide their time and dream of a new life in Britain 


they can be deported to those countries, but 
they then frequently make the same journey 
across Europe. Some have taken to using bat- 
tery acid to remove prints by burning off skin, 
while others have set fire to their hands. 
Achmed is also from Afghanistan and has 
been in Calais for months. 

“The police chase us like we are animals,” 
he said. “I have been put in prison three or 
four times and I have been hit by them.” 

But not all police behave in that manner. 
Some migrants tell of being given lifts to their 
shelters by police while another said he had 
been given coffee and offered wine. 

Michel Flahault is a French charity worker. 
He said: “We are here because they are here — 
someone needs to help them.” 

The actions of the volunteers comes at a 
time when there is renewed criticism of the 
establishment of refugee help centres in 
France from Richard Ashworth, Conservative 
MEP for Kent. 

He said: “Closure of the Jungle was con- 
ducted without an adequate strategy to deal 
with the situation and so we are seeing a 
return to the migrant travelling circus. 

“What is obvious is that all EU govern- 
ments are not fulfilling their obligations to 
halt the entry of illegal immigrants on 
Europe’s southern borders.” 


Pictures: PHOEBE GOLDUP 


French plan 
a ‘honey pot’ 
for refugees 


PLANS to open a centre in Calais to help 
economic refugees have outraged the 
Conservative spokesman on immigration. 

Ashford MP Damian Green said: “I think 
it is an insulting idea. All it will do is 
encourage more illegal immigration 
through Kent. I am appalled that the 
French government is setting it up. 

“Tt will act as a honey pot for potential ille- 
gal immigrants all around the world and it 
will encourage more people trafficking. It is 
the worst possible idea.” 

The new day centre, which would be built 
next to an industrial estate in the town, is 
due to open before Christmas. 

Tt will be run by the charity Catholic Help 
which estimates there are more than 1,000 
migrants congregating in the area trying to 
make it to the UK. 

Mr Green said the French government 
was passing the problem on to the UK. 

“The French should deal with these peo- 
ple in the proper way. They can apply for 
asylum in France, if they do not want to do 
that they can be returned home.” 

As the winter draws near the charity says 
something has to be done to help those most 
in need. Mr Green said the Government 
also needed to do more to stop the UK being 
seen as an attractive destination for illegal 
migrants. 

He said: “First we need our own border 
police force to make our borders more pro- 
tected. I think a lot of people are attracted 
here because they think it is easy to work 
illegally in Britain. That is why we need a 
specialist border police so we can be more 
affective at cracking down on illegal work. 

“We also need to establish international 
agreements to avoid this encouragement by 
other countries, particularly France, to 
encourage people to try their luck coming 
across the Channel.” 
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¢ Probably the Largest Selection of Bikes in East Kent 
e Christmas Club and All Year Round: Savings Club 
¢ ‘FREE’ Collection & Delivery For All Servicing & Repairs 
e Road Bikes, Mountain Bikes, BMX, & Commuter Bikes 


open until 


4pm Sundays 


v7 Addictive 


eCO.UK (at The Bike Shop, St Peters) 


lub 


Cycle Sales ¢ Service & Repairs ¢« Cycle Sales * Service & 


98-100 Albion Rd, St Peters, Broadstairs 01843 865769 


SRepairs 


hristmad* 
er 


£20 FREE 


When you join our Christmas club 
(Bikes over £200.00) with free delivery & 
storage. Deposit Required 


98-100 Albion Rd, St Peters, Broadstairs 
01843 865769 


67a King Street, Ramsgate 
01843 852800 
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ON COURT: The successful four-man team from Rainham Mark Grammar School (left) and the victorious team from Sir Joseph Williamson's Mathematical School (right) 


TWO top grammar schools shared 
the spoils in the hard-fought bad- 
minton event of Medway’s 


Secondary School Games. 

Youngsters from Rainham Mark Grammar 
School defeated their rivals from Sir Joseph 
Williamson's Mathematical School in the final 
of the Key Stage 3 final by a margin of two 
games to one. 

But the Rochester school’s Key Stage 4 team 
avenged their defeat, beating the Rainham 
Mark team by the same margin and ensuring 
bragging rights were shared. 

Both teams will now represent Medway in 
the next Kent school’s tournament. 

More than 80 youngsters from seven second- 
ary schools headed to Medway Badminton 


Teams share victory in 
school badminton trials 


Hi BY MATHEW BEECH 


Association, Gillingham, to take part in the 
event, 

Both age group contests saw eight teams 
divided into leagues of four teams, with the top 
two progressing to the semi finals. 

The Rainham Mark and Sir Joseph 
Williamson's teams dominated the courts in 
both the Key Stage 3 and 4 competitions. 

Howard School's A and B teams picked up 
third and fourth in the Key Stage 3 tourna- 
ment and their A team got bronze in the Key 
Stage 4 event. 

Fourth place went to Chatham Grammar 
School for Boys. 


The Fair Play award went to Hundred of 


Hoo School for their sportsmanship through- 
out the day: 

Medway Council's sports development offi- 
cer John Hatchett said: “Thank you to every 
one involved in making this event so su s- 
ful, including staff and volunteers from 
Medway Badminton Club,” 

The Secondary School Games is a multi- 
sport competition that runs throughout the 
school year for all of Medway's primary 
schools. 

It forms part of the Medway Games series 
organised by the Sports Development Team, 
with prizes awarded at each event and the 
points gained contribute towards the overall 
Secondary School Games title. 

For more information, visit 
wwwinedway.gov.uk/london2012. 


BREAK TIME 


Exchange will build 
strong foundations 


CONSTRUCTION students will head to 
Holland in the New Year to take part in 
an international exchange scheme, 

The MidKent College pupils will take 
on classes at the Koning Wilem I College 
in 's-Hertogenbosch, near Eindhoven, 


before hosting their Dutch counterparts 


before the end of the academic year. 


The idea was finalised as the Dutch lec- 
turers visited MidKent College’s £86mil- 


lion Gillingham campus last month. 


MidKent College lecturer John Gent 
said: “The exchange programme will see 
students exploring comparative con- 
struction methods and ways of working. 

“Our involvement will provide stu- 
dents with a great opportunity to broad- 


en their experience.” 


Dutch lecturer Gertrude Kolthoff said 
she was delighted her own students 
would get to visit the new MidKent 
College campus. “This building will be a 
wonderful place for our Dutch students 


to train on their visit to the UK.” 


DUTCH COURAGE: Chris Bolton, John Gent and 
Ray Fielder from MidKent College with Holland's 


Paul Kokke, Cor Ariéns and Gertrude Kolthof 


SEND your schools news and pictures to yourmedwaylosmedia.co.wk. You can also upload your video clips of schools events on to www.yourlventty.co.ulk 


No turkeys just crackers! 
PLUS £000’s in CASHBACK’ 


AutoPlanet Maidstone 
Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 


0845 871 7110 


www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk 


a poet ren car Pecogh Winters Auto tare 


www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk 


Up to the value of your 
Part Exchange. See our 
website for full details of 
cars in stock. Available 
for immediate delivery. 


AutoPlanet 


TIME 


MARGARET 
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The Medway q 


Festival of Music, 
Speech and Drama 
secretary talks 
about her love of 
classical music. 


Tell us a bit about how you got involved with the fes- 
tival. 
Medway Festival of Music Speech and Drama became 
part of my daily existence about a year after the death of 
my beloved husband, Bill, in 1997 

All my life I've been involved in the Medway classical 
music scene. I played in the cello section of the City of 
Rochester Symphony Orchestra. My husband co-founded 
the orchestra in 1969. I was also a member of Rochester 
Choral Society. 


Who can take part in the festival? 

Only amateurs can perform and compete. Professionals 
can only take part as accompanists or conductors. We 
accept competitors of any age, and people with disabili- 
ties. The object is to give people a platform to display their 
talents and hone their performance skills, and we are 
always amazed at the standards achieved. The emphasis 
is on classical, but there are classes for musical theatre, 
pop, jazz, folk, swing and blues. There are classes for all 
instruments, also speech and drama. 


What are your aims for the future? 
I shall be retiring from the job in the not too distant 
future, but would love to see the festival grow. 


Any final comments? 

People can get a syllabus by ringing 01634 844122. The 
festival takes place at Fort Pitt Grammar in Chatham in 
the evening of Friday, April 16, 2010, and all the following 
day. The closing date for entries is February 1. 
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Bright idea that’s 
worth extending 


The high-visibility jackets crimi- 
nals are forced to wear when car- 
rying out community service are 
a fantastic idea. 

What's the good in these 
offenders clearing rubbish and 
cleaning graffiti if no-one knows 
they are doing it? 

The sight of these youths on 
the streets, in the cold, carrying 
out mundane but socially benefi- 
cial tasks will send a clear mes- 
sage to anyone else who thinks 
they can flout the law. 

Tm in favour of community 
service being rolled out beyond 
the justice system. 

Why not make those raking in 
benefits join in? Those who take 
jobseekers’ allowance would 
clearly look a bit harder to find 
employment if they were not 
allowed to simply take taxpayers’ 
money without giving something 
back to the community. We need 
to be tougher if things are to 
change. 

Thomas Richards, Strood, by email 
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LETTERS: Please send your letters in to us at Yourmedway, Apple Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, 


Kent TN25 6SR 


TEXT: Why not Text your view/letter’comment for Yourmedway to 81800 text MEDW followed 
by a space your name and your view/letter/comment. Messages cost 25p plus standard network 
charges. Service provided by g8wave London NZ. 


EMAIL: Email us your letters to us at yourmedway@kosmediacouk 


We must save this 
delightful church 


I can't believe there are plans to 
demolish Holy Trinity Church in 
Twydall. I accept it’s under-used 
but it’s Grade II listed and one of 
the most eye-catching buildings 
in the village. Let’s be honest, 
there’s not much else to look at 
in Tywdall. 

The council should protect 
what it has and stop allowing 
rich developers to build up 
Medway any more than they 
already are. 

When will it end? The church 
should be saved. I urge the peo- 
ple of Twydall to rally round the 
building and force the developers 
to axe their proposals. 


Name and address supplied 


Soft touch land of 
milk and honey 


I work among refugees in 
Cliftonville and see the reality of 
what goes on. The women get 
pregnant and once they have had 
the baby they have another, and 
another, and another. Why? 

If it’s that hard here, why bur- 
den yourself with another child 
to support? Oh, I forgot. They 
don’t — we do. 

Once moved into one of the 


THE LARGEST CONSTINETION 
IAEGEN ERATION EVENT We RHE SOUTH EAST 


blocks of flats, they set about 
wrecking the area with litter and 
cars. The area becomes run 
down, ugly and dirty. No amount 
of letters from the council works 
— the letters sit in piles just 
inside the front door, unopened. 

T have been asked if I want to 
buy a DVD, TV or even if I want 
certain ‘services’. If they are that 
poor, where are they getting 
these goods from? 

The men are usually dressed in 
expensive trainers and track- 
suits, watches and jewellery. Cars 
do not seem to be a problem. 
Where does the money come 
from to buy and run them? 

One of the homes I visited was 
an 18th century house with oak 
panels and parquet flooring — 
until they burnt it all. Inside 
were five women; four were preg- 
nant and I lost count at 14 chil- 
dren. The men were in another 
room watching the biggest TV I 
have ever seen. They have now 
moved out and the house is a 
wreck. The local population has 
moved out, or is trying to, 
because of the atmosphere creat- 
ed by refugees. The empty houses 
are then turned into yet more 
flats for more refugees. It’s a 
vicious circle and there’s no way 
out. None of these houses look 
clean or cared for because nobody 
takes pride in what they have 
been given. They haven't had to 
work for it, so why should they 
care? They don’t understand 
how hard it is in this country for 
those of us who do work. 

When I ask why they are here 
the answer is always the same: 
You people pay for us, we don’t 
have to work, you give us every- 
thing we need, if we want more 
we go and get it. 

Of course they are going to say 
different to charity workers, the 
government and the council; they 


aren’t stupid and know how to 
play the system. I’m not preju- 
diced; just fed up. Eyes need to 
be opened and a realistic 
approach made. Messages need 
to be sent abroad that this is no 
longer the land of milk and 
honey. We are full up, and fed up 
with waiting lists being jumped. 
Tm sorry if this letter ruffles 
feathers, but reality often does. 
Anne Contini, Ramsgate 


The search goes on 


Meningitis UK would like to 
thank everyone who has support- 
ed us throughout 2009, a year 
which has marked the charity’s 
tenth anniversary. 
We have been amazed by people’s 
generosity and dedication despite 
the credit crunch. 
Money raised has supported our 
research projects at universities 
throughout the country, all with 
the aim of wiping out meningitis 
through developing vaccines. 
Despite great advances with vac- 
cines for meningitis C, Hib and 
pneumococcal meningitis, there 
is still no vaccine for meningitis 
B — the most common form of the 
disease in the UK. On average, 
six families lose a loved one to 
the bug each week.Our Search 4 
A Vaccine Campaign aims to 
raise £7 million to fund research 
into eradicating meningitis B. 
The ‘4’ signifies the fact that 
meningitis can kill in under four 
hours. In the absence of a vac- 
cine, we distribute material to 
raise awareness of the symptoms 
and the need to act quickly. 
If any of readers would like an 
information pack, or to support 
our campaign, call Meningitis 
UK on 0117 373 7373. 

Steve Dayman, chief executive, 

Meningitis UIC 


IDAVE LEE 


CELEBRITY GOLF 


CLASSI 


In aid of Dave Lee's 
Happy Holidays 


Sunday 4th October at the Chart Hills 
Golf Course Biddenden opens 10am 


* Live Entertainment ¢ On Site Catering 2 & 
* Licensed Bar « Celebrity Golfers 
A great day out for all the family 2. 
Don't forget the camera! 


@ moeszsons 


carrots 


@ MORRISONS 


parsnips 


Your local Morrisons Stores are at: 
Princes Avenue, WALDERSLADE « 
Knight Road, STROOD 


MORRISONS 


FOR YOUR NEAREST MORRISONS STORE PLEASE VISIT WWW.MORRISONS.CO.UK OR TELEPHONE 0845 611 6111 w/c 14/12/09 
Available in most stores. Subject to availability. While stocks last. Prices/offers may vary in Gibraltar. Parsnips £1/kg * Clementines £1.29/kg + Carrots 40p/kg » King Edward Potatoes 50p/kg. 


Music students work with 
university's latest signings 


Hi BY SIMON ROBINSON 


FOUR new up-and-coming acts 
have been added to a Kent univer- 


sity’s in-house music label. 

Da Mushrooms, DaylightSaving, Banu and 
The Mop Collective have all been added to 
Canterbury Christ Church’s C3U Records sta- 
ble. The quartet of bright young things will be 
unleashed on the world’s music scene next 
year, with their debut records released in 
February. 

These downloadable tracks will be accompa- 
nied by a tour of university campuses and 
London venues. 

C3U Records was set up by composer Ethan 
Lewis Maltby and the CCC’s Julia Jones as a 
way to promote up-and-coming acts and 
artists in the South East. 

It offers acts assistance in all aspects of the 
recording industry process, including manag- 
ing, recording and releasing the product both 
digitally and physically. 

The company also has many contacts in 
retail stores, radio stations and clubs to help 
with publicity and sales. 

Day-to-day running of the label is left to the 
commercial music and music industry manage- 
ment students as part of their degree studies. 

Artists record and perform at the studios, 
with third-year production students helping to 
give the recordings a professional sound. 

Ethan Maltby said: “We have a tremendous 
roster of artists this year, covering a wide 
range of musical genres. These are highly cre- 
ative acts with exciting live shows, from expe- 
rienced musicians. 


“It’s great to see such collaboration between 
the students. The artists bring students in to 
perform on the recording, which is carried out 
by production students, before the finished 
product is marketed by the Music Industry 
Management students. 

“Tt all comes together to give an insight into 
the various processes of a record label.” 

For more visit www.c3urecords.co.uk 
THE BANDS 
Da Mushrooms - www.myspace.com/damushrooms - They have 
an EP available on iTunes and Amazon.co.uk and are currently 
finishing off their second record. 

DaylightSaving - www.myspace.com/daylightsavingjazz - Their 
EP is available on iTunes and Amazon.co.uk and they are current- 
ly finishing off their second record. 

Banu - www.nyspace.com/banumuzik - She is currently finish- 
ing off her first EP for the label. 

The Mop Collective - www.myspace.com/themopcollective - 
Just finishing off their first album. 
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Shelta - Lets Talk (from Bexley) 


Canterbury) 
Facades - Ghost (from Canterbury) 


__ Callista sing the Kings of Leon's Use 


l [ Ebony Johnson from Dover sings 
Leonard Cohen's “ 


Gristlefridge - Unbreakable (from Whitstable) 
White Eyes - We Are Tides (from Canterbury) 


UPLOAD YOUR MUSIC VIDEOS TO 
BROADCAST ON OUR WEBSITE @ 


Motion Picture Soundtrack - Faults of A Realist (from 
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yourlocal health & beauty guide 


Advertise your venue on in the next guide and yourkenttv.co.uk - 


the Kent local search directory - Telephone: 01303 817150 


@ Canterbury Hynotherapy 


PAMELA Brett-Sims is a quali- 
fied Counsellor, Psychotherapist, 
and Master Practitioner of both 
Clinical Hypnosis and Neuro-lin- 
guistic programming. 

These therapies combine to change the pro- 
gramming of the unconscious mind. It is the 
unconscious mind which controls our learned 
behaviours — in other words our habits. 

In the same way we walk, talk, drive 
instinctively we also learn to smoke, overeat, 
drink too much and these also become auto- 
matic. It is only when we try to stop by will 
power that we find out how truly difficult it 
is. 

But these habits can be changed! 

At the Canterbury Hypnotherapy Practice, 
Pamela is very successfully helping clients 
take back control of their behaviours and 
habits and therefore their lives. 

She treat clients for addictions including 
food, smoking, alcohol, gambling, even shop- 
ping; phobias, anxiety, depression and panic 
attacks; self confidence and stress. 

The Stop Smoking Programme has an 
independently researched success rate of 95 
per cent of which Pamela is very proud. For 
more information call 0800 0830755. 

Obesity is another health issue dealt with 
at the clinic. It is the fastest growing problem 


TOP TIPS 
The Village 


After exercise, eat a regular meal to contin- 
ue the muscle rebuilding process. Do not 
have sweets or alcohol as your muscles will 
be crying out for protein. Eat properly and 
results will come faster than you expect! 
Telephone: 01622 672200 


affecting the nation’s health and life 
expectancy. Two-thirds of the nation are over- 
weight or classified as obese. 

Obesity can contribute to a range of prob- 
lems, including heart disease, type 2 diabetes, 
osteoarthritis and some cancers. Being clini- 
cally obese shortens life expectancy by, on 
average, nine years. 

If you have a BMI of over 35 you are 80 
times more likely to develop type 2 diabetes 
than if your BMI was 21. Even if you are just 
two stone overweight, your chances of dying 


Churchill Clinic 


The key to successful cosmetic treatment is 
select the most suitable treatment. At our 
clinic you have a choice of cosmetic laser 
treatments, anti-ageing procedures, and 
minimally invasive surgical procedures. 
Telephone: 0845 6019982. 


_- CHEMICAL PEELS 
~  freshens dull, lifeless skin 


ve WRINKLE RELAXATION INJECTIONS 
frown lines, crows feet, forehead 


_-- LASER TREATMENTS 


fine lines, acne, scars, sun damage, age spots 


__---~ THREAD VEIN REMOVAL 


_- DERMAL FILLERS 
_-*_ softens lines, fuller lips 


_-- MEDICAL MICRODERMABRASION 


INFRA RED SKIN TIGHTENING 


a se 
ew gives skin a fresh, healthy glow 
_— 


jowls, neck, arms, abdomen h 


e Laser Tattoo Removal ¢ Laser Hair Removal ¢ Warts, Moles e Semi Permanent Makeup 


All treatments are carried out by 
experienced doctors, supervised 
by a consultant dermatologist 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL 01227 472288 
www.skinandlaser.co.uk 


Canterbury 


SKIN AND LASER 


Clinic 


Look 10 years younger 
with sculpture facelift 


from a heart attack doubles. For most people, 
losing a small amount of weight can have 
benefits. 

The Lighterlife Programme is a proven, 
approach to long-term weight loss designed 
for obese patients. More than 1,000 UK GPs 
have had patients join the programme and 
achieve significant, (sustained) weight loss. 

It complies fully with the Committee on 
Medical Aspects of Food Policy EU regula- 
tions, Department of Health guidelines. 
LighterLife is now available if you’re a stone 
or more overweight, which is a BMI of 25 or 
over. Our nutritious and tasty soups, shakes 
and bars are convenient to use and ideal for 
busy lifestyles. 

Cutting down on food is as difficult for the 
obese as is reducing intake for smokers and 
those with an alcohol problem. An abstinence 
model largely resolves this issue. 

Pamela says weight gain is often a symp- 
tom of complex issues. Obese patients need to 
challenge the reasons why they have been 
using food in the way they have. Long-term 
behavioural changes are needed to lose 
weight and maintain weight loss 

Clients are helped to change their lives 
drastically. The clinic can save lives as it 
helps many people to stop smoking and 
reduces weight, giving them a new lease of 
life. 

Their motto is “Live the life you want to 


Programme, Telephone 01227 782021 


Canterbury Skin & Laser 


Tattoo Removal — an amateur tattoo may 
respond to one or two treatments, profes- 
sional tattoos may require six or more 
treatments. Laser removal can remove tat- 
toos without significant risk of scarring. 


Telephone: 01227 472288 
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Cosmetic Doctors 


1 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 
Unwanted Hair & Tattoo Removal : 
* Acne * Blemish Vein * Anti-age I 
Laser & Skin Tightening Treatments I 
Microdermabrasion/Chemical Peels to I 
Reduce wrinkles, Scar, Stretch Marks 1 
Botox®/Restylane Dermal Fillers ! 
Mole, Lump & Vasectomy, minor ops ! 
1 

I 

I 

I 

a 


For FREE Info Call Micheala b 
at Maidstone 08456 01 99 82 
www.aestheticface.co.uk 


42 Kaloyen Dayo! 


CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS 


Gift Vouchers 
and Hampers e 
to suit every pocket 


7 High St, Hythe, Kent 
Tel: 01303 260840 
www.halcyondays.org.uk 


Heady to lose 
weight fast’? 


You’re ready for LighterLife 


out more at lighterlife.com 


How it works: 


Call Pamela Brett-Sims 01227 782021 
pamela.brett-sims@lighterlifecounsellor.com 


LighterLife is a weight-loss programme with a difference. In fact, we've been helping people 
to lose weight for over 12 years. At LighterLife you work in small groups with people just 
like you, to change the way you think about food. so why not find : 


Fast weight loss using soups, shakes and bars 
Then we help you get back to enjoying normal food 
FREE ongoing support so you can keep the weight off 


LignterLife 


fs} 


See Karen’s story at 
Ihtenisieom/Kereny : 


GET INTO GEAR 
THIS SEASOML: 


FOR THE ULTIMATE OFF ROAD 
C DRIVING EXPERIENCE 
OFF ROAD 


Enquiries, bookings & gift vouchers: Tel: 0800 234 6558 
Site: Maypole, Nr Hoath, Canterbury Web: www.truegripoffroad.co.uk 


To advertise in this section 


01303 817150 


‘GREENFIELDS\! 
X%SHOOTING GROUNDS” “© 
Christmas/New Year Parties 


Save £25.00 per person on normal prices 
Min 8 persons £40.00 for 25 shots 
£45.00 for 50 shots. 

Min 15 persons £40.00 for 50 shots 
includes full instructions, use of guns, 
ammunition and hearing protection 
Licensed Bar, Meals available 


For more information or to book, please call 


01227 713 222 


HAVE A GO Every Sunday Morning 
25 shots with a qualified instructor for only £12.50 
Greenfields Shooting Grounds, Sturry Hill, 
Sturry Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 


sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
www.gteenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
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Kent Youth Theatre 


iS now a stage for any age. With classes, 
productions and events planned for 
all ages, the award winning stage school has 
something for everyone. 


10re than 30 productions to its name ane 
Over 1200 students past and present, KYT dri 
forward into another exciting New Year of performal 
and training opportunities for students aged 3 to 1037 


To find out more contact us on 01227 730177 or email 
info@kentyouththeatre.co.uk 


Incorporating 
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www.kentyouththeatre.co.uk 
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Cornish comedian Jethro knows just how far he 
can go if he wants to hang on to his audience 


we 
Various dates ') 


Various venues 


START the New Year with 
some big belly laughs as 
Cornish comic Jethro 


returns to Kent. 

Despite only appearing on televi- 
sion a handful of times during his 
long career, the wag from the West 
Country has performed live to more 
than three million people and is 
familiar to UK comedy fans. 

Once the rigours of Christmas are 
over, give yourself something to look 
forward to by booking a ticket to see 
this consummate professional in 
action. 

This hard-working entertainer is 
continuously on tour and feels the 
need to work almost incessantly, but 
his efforts have won him countless 
fans and an unrelenting demand for 
tickets to his live shows. But he start- 
ed out as a carpenter and it was only 
when the 18-year-old Jethro — whose 
real name is Jeffrey Rowe — joined 
the local operatic society that his 
career in show business began. 

Discovering that he could hold a 
tune, he began to play guitar and 
sing songs in local pubs. Yet it was a 
night when his singing voice dried up 
that Jethro unwittingly stumbled 
across his vocation. 

When he decided to tell a few funny 
stories instead, the reaction was 
immediate and the following week he 
had a large audience, all eager to 
hear some jokes. 

It took many years of working on 
the club circuit during the 70s and 
80s before Jethro finally hit the big 
time. His hugely successful appear- 
ances on the Des O’Connor Tonight 
show won him legions of fans, includ- 
ing many older people, which is quite 
surprising given the near-the-knuck- 
le nature of much of his material. 

Speaking to KOS Media in 2007, 
Jethro said he believed his strong fol- 
lowing among the older generation 
was down to his comic judgement. 

“There are some things I don’t 


touch, like religion, because it’s not 
funny and I don’t need to,” he said. 
“There’s a line that I don’t cross. ’m 
probably the biggest draw for old 
ladies in England. I’m too blue really, 
though they think I’m just accept- 
able. They're a bit dubious at first, 
but when they realise I won’t go any 


further, they love it. It’s lovely to see 
old ladies laugh.” 

Jethro can be seen at the Assembly 
Hall in Tunbridge Wells on January 
10; the Orchard Theatre in Dartford 
on February 1; the Central Theatre 
in Chatham on March 4 and the Leas 
Cliff Hall in Folkestone on April 26. 


with 


JANE CONNOLLY 


Email jane.connolly@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Various Dates 
Kings Theatre, Chatham 


CHILDREN can embark on 
an intergalactic adventure 
and help to tell the story 
with Spotlites. 

The theatre company is 
renowned for its interactive 
shows that get children’s 
imaginations going and 
allow them to get on stage 
with the actors. 

There is always plenty 
going on at the Kings 
Theatre and this winter’s 
highlight will be Robinson 
Crusoe: the Lost Jedi 
Knight. 

Jedi Knight Crusoe has 
been entrusted with an 
important secret, but when 
he crash lands on the Lost 
Planet, can he survive until 
the Princess arrives? 


Friday, December 18 Pr 
Marlowe Theatre Arena, (ise 
Canterbury be) 


CELEBRATE — Christmas 
with the King when the UK’s 
top impersonator visits 
Canterbury. 

Lee ‘Memphis’ King was 
named the Best Elvis 
Tribute Artist in the World 
at the 2005 Collingwood 
Elvis Festival in Canada. 

He got the judges all shook 
up with his authentic voice 
impersonation, personality, 
look and stage presence 
which make him the next 
best thing to seeing Presley 
himself on stage. 

King became an Elvis fan 
when he saw the film 
Roustabout as a small child 
and began to impersonate 
the singer’s voice very early 
on. He has developed an act 
that channels that passion 
into bringing Elvis’s music to 
audiences everywhere. 

“To me, Elvis was the 
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Wednesday December 23 (omy 
Beacon Court Tavern, Gillingham 


KICK off Christmas with a 
fantastic evening of great 
music at the fundraising 
event, Antfestive. 

Following their tri- 
umphant appearance at 
Antfest in the summer, the 
mighty Floors & Walls (pic- 
tured) will travel up from 
Brighton to entertain a 
Medway crowd once again. 

As winners of the Global 
Battle of the Bands, Floors & 
Walls are on their way up 
and fans should not miss this 
chance to see them in action. 

Local band The Startover, 
from Gravesend, are also 
heading for big things, hav- 
ing recently signed to 
Engineer Records. Also on 
the line-up is new band 
Superpartyfuntimes, along 
with Strangeday, Call Off the 
Search and Calico Street 
Riots. 

All money raised at the 


LeEISUFETY spovsore av seafrance.com 


Aimed at five to 12-year- 
olds, the show is an exciting 
adventure story in which 
Sith Pirates are battled with 
real light sabres, the Dark 
Side’s droids must be blasted 
on the Dark Planet and the 


Force must be mastered. 
The show can be seen on 
various dates from today to 
Wednesday, April 28. 
To book call 01634 829468 
or visit www.spotlites.co.uk 
for more information. 


greatest performer and 
vocalist of the last century 
and I constantly strive for 
perfection when I perform 
his songs,” he said. 

Take a musical journey 
through Presley’s career 
from the early rock ‘n’ roll 


years to his comeback in 
1968, right through to the 
later years in Las Vegas. 
The show starts at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £19.50/ £18.50 
from the box office on 01227 
787787 or at www.newmar- 
lowetheatre.org.uk. 


event will go to the Arethusa 
Centre in Upnor, which pro- 
vides adventurous outdoor 
activities for all sorts of peo- 
ple including children in 
need. 

More information about 


the centre can be found at 
www.arethusa.org.uk. 
Doors open at 7pm and 
tickets cost £5. For more 
information about Antfestive 
go to Wwww.myspace.com/ 
antfest or www.antfest.co.uk. 


MEDWAY LEISURE 


Young artists can win 
tickets to family show 


CHILDREN are invited to design a back 
cover of the programme for Three Towns 
Theatre’s next production. 

Beauty and the Beast is at Chatham’s 
Brook Theatre in March and children 
aged four to 11 can enter the competi- 
tion. The winner will win four tickets to 
the show. Send A4 entries, with contact 
details and school year on the back, to 
Gwyneth Loft, 83A Edwin Road, 
Rainham ME8 OAE by January 31. 


Embroiderers invite 
you to Christmas party 


JOIN the North Kent Embroiderers 
Guild’s Christmas party in Gravesend. 
The Guild joins forces with the Young 
Embroiderers for quizzes, competitions 
and refreshments at the St Andrew’s 
Centre in Royal Pier Road at 2pm on 
Saturday. The sweet competition will be 
judged by the Young Embroiderers. 
Admission is £2 for members and £4 
for non-members. Go to www.northken- 
tembroiderers.co.uk. 


Now theatre has a seat 
with your name on it 


PICK the best seat in the house as the 
Orchard Theatre in Dartford introduces 
a new booking facility. 

Customers booking online can choose 
their seats, instead of being allocated the 
best available. The system also allows 
patrons to see the view of the stage from 
different sections of the auditorium. 
Visit www.orchardtheatre.co.uk, call 
01322 220000 or book at the theatre. 


Bad Pennies turn up to 
pay homage to greats 


FOR an evening of top rock and blues, 
head to the Alexandra Hotel, Chatham. 

Bad Pennies is a Medway-based band 
that pays tribute to the likes of Jimi 
Hendrix, Rory Gallagher, Thin Lizzy, 
Gary Moore and more. Find out more at 
www.badpennies.co.uk. 

They will be at the venue in Railway 
Street at 5pm on Sunday. For more infor- 
mation call 01634 830545. 


THIS CLIP ON | 
yourkenttv.co.uk 


Bayou LOCAL(TV] ontine 


| © Dave Lee is Tinkerbell in this year's 
| IN| Canterbury panto. Search ‘Peter Pan’ 
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Highway 
Services 


For information and 
advice on travelling in 
Kent and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please see the 
Kent on Saturday or 
the Kent on Sunday 
or visit our website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 


Village Maidstone y 
Sunday 
Lunch | 
Plated main course 
or 3 or an 

> Early [ Dinner 


Sky ‘Sports: and Setenta 
shown here in the Victory Pub 


Phone 


To advertise in 


this section 


01303 817150 


Whether a family celebration or 
a quiet meal for two we offer the 
perfect dining experience 


Martins Restaurant 
Celebrating 22 years 


° Ala carte ° Vegetarian menu 
Set menus (midweek) * Sunday lunch 


Friday night carvery 
a gastronomic experience not to be missed 


Take a look at our website 
www.martinsrestaurant.co.uk 
40 The Street, Boughton-Under-Blean 


Of227 7350304 


Delicious, Nutritious Indian and Bangladeshi Cuisine 
Spice 
Thursday 


Choice of Starter, Main Dish, 
Side Dish and Rice or Nan 
Coffee or Vanilla Ice Cream 
Only £10.00 

Add £2.95 for 

King Prawn dishes 


Sunday Buffet 


All day Sunday Buffet 12 noon — 11pm 
Eat as much as you like! 
Adults £8.50 

Children £4.50 


*) Choose from a wide variety of dishes 


pps Court 


Indian Restaurant 

6-58 Balmoral Road Gillingham Kent ME7 4PG 
(Opposite Gillingham Station) 

634 850150 www-.spicecourt.net 


See Ho 


THE See Ho is a friendly busy 
country pub which serves great 
beers and a vast range of home 


prepared dishes. 

Early bird specials, dinners, Sunday 
roasts and fresh fish are all items which 
have attracted customers to the menu 
which is varied and uses as much local 
produce as possible. 

There is live music on a Thursday night 
and a quiz on a Sunday evening. 

Small or large groups are all catered for 
and the pub is particularly popular with 
hikers who enjoy the excellent landscape. 

They regularly book tables for up to 20 
and 30 walkers. 

The See Ho has been an institution in 
the Medway area for many years and is 
open from 11 am until 3pm and 6pm 
until 11pm each day. 

Current top sellers on the menu are a 
home made rabbit pie, rib eye steak, 
homemade steak in ale pie, fillet steak 
and lamb shank. 

A £3 lunch special is also available 
and all the dishes are homemade. On 
the menu is meatloaf mash with 
fresh vegetables, fishcakes, chips and 
peas and various pasties with chips and 
peas or beans. 

All of the dishes are complemented 
by excellent beers and wine. 

Fresh food at very reasonable prices is 
the key to the success of the venue which 
attracts custom from far and wide 
because of its excellent reputation and 
fine location. 

Staff want to wish customers a merry 
Christmas and successful new year and 
say new offers will be introduced in the 
near future 
See Ho, Pear Tree Lane, Shorne, Kent, DA12 3JX. 
Telephone: 01474 822386 


Awarded 5 star rating 
from Canterbury 
City Council 


HOATH 
BOOK NOW FOR CHRISTMAS , 


3 course meal and coffee £23.95 
1st - 23rd of December 


Tuesday 29th December 


Fabulous Goose Bumps Jazz, Jive & Funk 


BOOK NOW 
Monday 25th January 


Burns Night, Bagpipes, 6 Traditional courses 
Live acoustic music, BOOK NOW £35per headft 


FOOD SERVED ALL DAY SUNDAY 12 noon till 8pm 
PHONE FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATION 


01 227 860338 www.princeofwales.co.uk 


2 yourlocal eating 


dvertise your venue on yourkenttv.co.uk — the Kent local search directory 
Enjoy a hearty meal 


Ra 


BANGUETINIGHT, 
Every Wednesddyso9.90) 


Starter, Main; side7 Sundries) King)Prawns extra 
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‘iS Gadsden eva Tuesday, Banquet Night 
eating out guide, please Starters, main dish, side’ dish, 
J rice or naan, followed by, 


phone 01303 817150 coffee & mints £12.95 


and benefit f 


Give the curry 
challenge a go 


Hi Spice Court 


SPICE Court in Balmoral Road, 
Gillingham, serves delicious and 
nutritious food — and it is now con- 
tributing to the art of the area as 


well. 

Priding itself on the quality of food and 
friendliness of service, the speciality is quality 
contemporary Indian and Bangladeshi cui- 
sine. 

The restaurant has won many awards, 
including recognition by the Cobra Good 
Curry Guide. 

Situated just off Gillingham High Street 
customers have plenty of easy access — partic- 
ularly after a hard day shopping or just sam- 
pling the street market. 

With a modern décor and candles and flow- 
ers provided, family meals, groups of friends 
and couples are equally well catered for. 


Kings Head. 
at 7 
Sutton Valence 


Lunches & evening meals 
served in a great pub 
atmosphere with a separate 
Dining area 


The venue is open both Christmas Eve and 
over the New Year and is currently running a 
Hottest Curry competition. 

Diners who eat the whole of a normal-sized 
curry dish of chicken or lamb flavoured with 
naga chilli receive a free bottle of wine. 

But those who can’t manage it are asked to 
donate £10 to Armed Forces charity Help for 
Heroes. 

Current top dishes include Marisa chicken 
made with fresh chilli, Taba Chicken, garlic 
herb yoghurt and sizzling chicken with 
Worcester sauce, peppers and fresh garlic. 

Spice Thursday is also a popular feature — a 
starter, main course, side dish, rice or naan 
bread and ice cream for just £10. 

The restaurant is open Monday to Thursday 
from noon until 2.30pm and 6-11.30pm, on 
Fridays and Saturdays from noon until 
2.30pm and 6pm until midnight and on 
Sundays from noon until 11pm. 

Spice Court, Balmoral Road, Gillingham 01634 850150 
Facebook page - spicecourt fanclub 


Bookings now being taken 
for Christmas Day. 


Pre-Christmas meals can be 
accommodated for parties large or 
} small, function room available 
with its own private bai 


. 


¢ Sunday Carvery ¥ 

¢ Purpose built smoking area 
¢ Customer car park ¥ 

e Disabled facilities 


downloadable offer vouchers and display your menu online! 


CHEF RECOMMENDS 
Village Hotel 


Starter: Hot Rock skewers - 4 skewers 
of chicken or fillet steak with dipping 
sauces 

Main course: Mussels Mariniere and 
fries, with shallots, garlic, white wine & 
cream 

Dessert: Mature waxed Cheddar or 
Camembert with grapes and chutney 
Telephone: 01622 672200 


Prince of Wales 


Starter: Oven-baked Camembert with 
cranberry jelly and toast 

Main course: Indian marinated chicken 
breast with new potatoes and vegeta- 
bles 

Dessert: Traditional spotted dick with 
custard 

Telephone: 01227 860338 


King’s Head 


Starter: Thai fish cakes with lime and 
chilli dip 

Main course: Huntsman chicken — 
oven-roasted chicken breast filled with 
cheese and wrapped in bacon 

Dessert: Chocolate fudge Cake and 
cream 

Telephone: 01622 844154 


Twydall Tandoori 


Starter: Tandoori mixed starter selec- 
tion — tandoori chicken, lamb tikka, 
chicken tikka, and sheek kebab 

Main course: Twydall house special — 
succulent king prawns on the shell, in 
delicately-blended exotic sauces 
Dessert: There’s no better finish than a 
coffee 

Telephone: 01634 409990 


Martins 


Starter: Crab, avocado and cheese 
served in a scallop shell and lightly 
grilled. 

Main course: Oregano swordfish steak — 
grilled premium swordfish with an 
oregano, tomato, onion, lemon and gar- 
lic salsa. 

Dessert: Selection of cheese and biscuits 
Telephone : 01227 750304 


A wide selection available from the menu. 
Set r meals available everyday £12. 50. 
10% Discount on Takeaway Orders over £1 0.00 
WINNERS OF 


Twydall Tandoori ee 


50 Twydall Green, Gillingham ME 8 6XJ OF THE YEAR 
Tel: 01634 386110/267141 2009 


SAloomers Restaurant 


Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 


AS SEEN 


01474 322131 


15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 OEF 
www.overcliffehotel.co.uk 


Warm up your winter and spice up your Christmas 
with one of Whitstables finest 


S Mgt 


Tandoori 


Authentic Indian Cuisine 


Using the freshest ingredients & following traditional 
recipes to ensure your meal is a special one. 


Wednesday Banquet Night Special Only £12.95 
Starter, Main, Vegetable Side Plus Pilau or Nan 


36 Harbour Street, Whitstable 
(01227) 262454/770811 
www.shaplawhitstable.co.uk 


Wendy, Nigel & Staff 
welcome you to 


The See Ho 
at Shorne 
e A friendly, traditional pub with an 
extensive menu of home cooked food 
Traditional home cooked pies including 
rabbit and steak & stilton 
e Sunday Lunches £6.95 followed 

by our popular meat raffle 
¢ Outdoor area with seating 


e Regular live music on 
Thursdays 


Quiz night every Sunday 


01474 822386 


Peartree Lane, Shorne, Kent DA12 3JX 


e 


e 


4 The Rose and Crows 


WE ARE OPEN ALL DAY - EVERYDAY 
“by. welcome ¢ Beer garden with childrens play area e Kids menu 


Carol Concert 


ENJOY WITH 
FAMILY AND 


pe Pies & aa ALG 


Extensive Fish & Vegetarian Menu e¢ Traditional Sunday Roasts 
MON, TUES & WED OAP Lunch Specials 
WEDNESDAY Jazz Night with Andy McClean 
THURSDAY Fish & Chip Night 


Stelling Minnis, Nr Canterbury Tel: 01227 709265 


e Function & 


Traditional homecooked Banqueting facilities 


food our speciality 


01622 843264 North Street, Sutton Valence 
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tr ot worth 
vi alk img abort. 


WIN! A royal medieval Christmas 
family adventure at Dover Castle 


A NEW series of festive 
medieval events are run- 
ning at Henry IIs Great 
Tower at Dover Castle — 
The Lord of Misrule this 
Saturday and Sunday, and 
Twelfth Knight, Sunday, 

¢ December 27 and Bank 
Holiday Monday, December 
28 and again Saturday, 
January 2 until Monday 
January 4. 

To celebrate, we’ve teamed up with 
English Heritage to offer SEVEN 
families a FREE day out at a colour- 
ful event just after Christmas. Our 
top prize winner will get free entry 
and be treated like royalty with a two 


course meal served by King Henry II 
2 i whilst a troubadour entertains them! 
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SUN 10JAN 2010 


This weekend King Henry IIs 
court will turn topsy-turvy during 
Lord of Misrule — when a visitor is 
crowned Christmas King to preside 
over a host of medieval festive revel- 
ries. 

After Christmas, the king will be 
recruiting for bold young knights to 
serve him in Twelfth Knight, when 
chivalrous boys and girls will under- 
go knightly training. 

Even if you're not a lucky winner 
you can still take the family along — 
these colourful events run 10am to 
4pm each day. 

Find Dover Castle (CT16 1HU) 
east of Dover town. www.english-her- 
itage.co.uk/dovercastle 
TOP PRIZE 
Free family entry (two adults, three 
children under 16) to the castle to 
enjoy Twelfth Knight and a two 
course meal at the castle served by 
King Henry II! 


i 


= 4 


RUNNER-UP PRIZES 
e Six family tickets to the Twelfth 
Knight event. 

To enter, simply answer the ques- 
tion below and send your entry on a 
postcard along with your email 
address (if applicable), name, 
address, and daytime telephone 
number io) Dover Castle 
Competition, KOS Media, Apple 
Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 
6SR. The closing date is December 
21, 2009. 

Question: Which king built the 
Great Tower at Dover Castle? 

A. Henry II 

B. Henry VIII 

C. William the Conqueror 

All prizes must be taken on Bank 
Holiday, Monday, December 28. 

No purchase necessary. For our full Terms and 
Conditions please visit www.kentnews.co.uk, or 
for a posted copy of the T&Cs call 01303 817073. 
If you do not wish to receive any literature 
please write ‘no literature’ on your entry. 


what more could you want at Christmas?” 


Gary Wright, Kont On Sunday 
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j| \\\ 9 3 ai The Orchard 
01322 220000 


ww w.orchardtheatre.co.uk 
» Getherd Theetre, Hore Gerders Oertted DA! IED 


FOR local homes in your area and across the rest of the county visitpropertyforkent.co.uk 


propertyforkent 


PROPERTY NEWS 


Red tape ‘likely to put 
landlords off renting’ 


LANDLORD Assist is complaining that 
landlords are likely to be facing more red 
tape that could increase costs and deter 
entrants to the private rental market. 

According to the tenant arrears and 
eviction specialist, regulations for social 
housing landlords are likely to find their 
way into the private rental sector. 

Measures recently announced by the 
Tenant Services Authority, due to come 
into force in April, propose a greater 
emphasis on the relationship between 
landlords and their tenants at a local 
level. 

The changes aim to encourage tenants 
to influence and monitor the services 
they receive and social landlords could 
face large fines or lose their property 
management rights for failing to comply. 

Housing minister John Healey is hope- 
ful that the legislation will mean repairs 
are right first time, anti-social behaviour 
is reduced and tenants have a proper say 
in the management of their properties. 

However Landlord Assist managing 
director, Graham Kinnear, is concerned 
that if extended to the private rental sec- 
tor, the added bureaucracy could deter 
entrants to the market. 

He explained: “Rafts of policy and leg- 
islation, which require the landlord to do 
even more than currently required are, 
in our view, unnecessary and may well 
discourage landlords from entering the 
market, thereby reducing the choice and 
quality of accommodation available.” 


Re-mortgaging down 
in buy-to-let market 


THE number of people choosing to 
remortgage their buy-to-let property is 
at a two-year low, according to figures. 

Paragon Mortgages' Financial Adviser 
Confidence Tracker Index revealed only 
39 per cent of home loan activity in the 
buy-to-let sector was for remortgages in 
the third quarter of this year. 

This is compared to property purchas- 
es in the same period, where 48 per cent 
of landlords took out a mortgage in order 
to expand their portfolios in preparation 
for an economic recovery. 

John Heron, managing director of 
Paragon Mortgages, explained why 
landlords are not remortgaging. 

“They can’t because of the low number 
of mortgages available and there is little 
incentive to do so because the reversion 
rates when coming off an introductory 
deal are so attractive,” he said. 


Property TV SPONSORED BY WWW.THEMORTGAGESHOPCO.UK 


£2.5m loans help to get 
empty homes restored 


i BY NICK AMES 


NO Use Empty, the initiative help- 
ing to bring empty properties in 
Kent back into use, has approved a 
further £1 million worth of inter- 


est-free loans this month. 

A partnership between Kent County Council 
and district councils, No Use Empty has been 
combating the ongoing problem of empty 
housing, issuing £2.5 million worth of interest- 
free loans to date. 

The problem of empty housing is particular- 
ly important at a time when the current eco- 
nomic climate makes it very difficult for people 
to borrow money. 

This new batch of loans will benefit bor- 
oughs all over the county, some of whom have 
recently joined the scheme. 

In Thanet, several new loans have been 
awarded, including £175,000 in Cliftonville for 
a property which was originally part of The 
Landmark Hotel. 

A loan for £135,000 has been awarded to 
another property in Cliftonville which dates 
back to the 1800s, and is currently being con- 
verted into eight self-contained two-bedroom 
apartments. 

In Ramsgate, two flats at Granville House, a 
former hotel on Victoria Parade, have been 
awarded £50,000. 

Another property benefiting from the 
scheme in Ramsgate, to the tune of £25,000, is 
a two-storey mid-terrace house with a base- 
ment dating back to the1850s. 

In Dover, a £50,000 loan has been awarded 
to Stour Valley Estates Ltd. 

The Greyhound Pub, which has been empty 
since 2007 and is within the conservation 


Rents set to 


UK RESIDENTIAL property rents are expect- 
ed to increase in the New Year as the number 
of homes coming on to the market falls for the 
first time since January 2008. 

According to a new survey, the recent pick- 
up in the property market seems to have led to 
drop-off in the number of rental properties, 
particularly houses, being made available and 
as a result, surveyor optimism has increased. 

Some 22 per cent of surveyors now expect 
rents to rise rather than fall in the next three 
months, says the latest RICS Lettings Survey. 

The drop-off in supply is the main driver for 
the more positive sentiment, with new instruc- 
tions reaching their lowest level since the sur- 
vey began in 1998. 


area, is now undergoing redevelopment follow- 
ing planning permission. 

And close to the Eastern Docks, £125,000 
has been awarded for the redevelopment of a 
terrace of three houses once known as Cliff 
Court Hotel. 

The properties are on the sea front and date 
back to 1840. The developer has already been 
awarded planning permission for 22 flats 
across all three houses. 

The first loan has been awarded in Shepway, 
for a Victorian house in Folkestone. County 
Commercial Properties Ltd has been given 
£50,000 to do up the building. 


NO USE 


EMPTY 


THE KENT EMPTY PROPERTY BUTIATIVE 


rise as supply drops off 


Only four per cent of chartered surveyors are 
still reporting falling rather than rising rents, 
indicating the downward pressure on rents is 
already starting to ease. 

Significantly, London and the North are 
already seeing the majority of surveyors 
reporting price rises over the past three 
months. 

Demand for rental property is still rising, as 
16 per cent more surveyors saw activity pick 
up over the past three months, with demand 
for houses particularly strong in London. 

“It seems the current upward trend in the 
housing market is having a significant effect 
on the lettings market, with many of the acci- 
dental landlords returning to the sales market 


to take advantage of the recent price increas- 
es,” said RICS spokesman Jeremy Leaf. 

“As a result the recent oversupply is revers- 
ing, with new instructions at the lowest levels 
we have ever seen. 

“This of course is impacting on prices, and 
tenants no longer have as strong a bargaining 
power as they did,” he added. 

The report’s findings are echoed by a survey 
from Rightmove, the UK’s number one proper- 
ty website for lettings, that shows more than a 
third of people who will rent a property over 
the next 12 months expect prices in the rental 
market to increase. 

Just seven per cent of renters think that 
prices will fall. 


YOU CAN DISCOVER HOW ONE ESTATE IN THE COUNTY IS BEING 
REGENERATED. SEARCH STANHOPE @ propertyforkent.co.uk 


Successfully Selling Since 1891 


St. Marys Island 


Three bedroom end of terrace 

set in St. Marys Island. 

over four floors. Balconies. 

Ensuite. Utility room. Double glazing. 
central heating. 

Garage. 


£259,995 
CALL OUR CHATHAM OFFICE 01634 843277 


Beat the Stamp 
Duty deadline 


Move before 
Christmas 
and save £££’s 


Stamp Duty holiday ends on property below £175,000 on 31.12.09 


x3.» > 
FindaProperty.com 
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Rochester 
Five bedroom semi detached 
Two receptions, long garden 
Integral garage 


OIEO £315,000 
CALL OUR ROCHESTER OFFICE 01634 812697 


5 Woodpecker Glade, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
MANN COUNTRYWIDE are now in receipt 
of an offer for the sum of £227,000 for 5 
Woodpecker Glade, Gillingham, Kent, ME8. 
Anyone wishing to submit an offer for this 
property should contact: Mann 
Countrywide, 11 High Street, Rainham, 
Gillingham, Kent, ME8 7HX 01634 374953 
before exchange of contracts. 


CALL OUR RAINHAM OFFICE 01634 374953 


Chatham 
Three Bedroom Detached House 
Ground Floor Shower Room 
Study, Lounge/Diner, Bathroom 


£239,995 
CALL OUR CHATHAM OFFICE 01634 843277 


Rainham 
Three bedroom end of terrace 
Two receptions, Fitted kitchen. 
Garage, Garden, Double glazing 


£169,995 
CALL OUR RAINHAM OFFICE 01634 374953 


Strood 
Two bedroom end of terrace 
double glazing, central heating 
Two ensuites. 


OIEO £160,000 
CALL OUR STROOD OFFICE 01634 715401 


Wainscott 
Three bedroom semi detached house 
Close to train station and amenities 
Viewing advise. 


Offers Over £155,000 
CALL OUR STROOD OFFICE 01634 715401 


Rochester 
A three bedroom end of terrace 
Kitchen/diner, cloakroom 
Rear garden, garage, no chain 


OIEO £135,000 
CALL OUR ROCHESTER OFFICE 01634 812697 


Chatham 
Two bedroom end of terrace 
Two reception rooms, double glazing 
In need of some updating 


£85,000 
CALL OUR CHATHAM OFFICE 01634 843277 


homes 


— 
Gillingham 
Kitchen, lounge, bathroom 
Two bedrooms. Lease, maintenance 
& ground rent to be confirmed. 


£92,500 
CALL OUR GILLINGHAM OFFICE 01634 851008 


Gillingham 
One bedroom first floor flat 
Gas fired central heating 
No chain, Close to town 


£68,000 
CALL OUR GILLINGHAM OFFICE 01634 851008 


manncountrywide.co.uk 


Successfully 
selling properties 
in the current 
market 


Considering 
selling your 


Local Offices 


634 843277 


artford 

322 292292 
illingham 
634 851008 
ravesend 
474 564767 
Orpington 
689 87441 | 


) 

Rainham 
01634 374953 
R 
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ochester 
634 812697 


COUNTRYWIDE 


GOLD WINNER 


www.estateagentoftheyear.com 
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mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 


Strood 01634 291199 


strood@bairstoweves.co.uk 


Rochester 


" 
- 
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Three bedroom town house. Two 
receptions, spacious kitchen/diner, 
ground floor bathroom and rear garden. 


Rochester 


Rochester 


=. 


Four bedroomed extended semi- 
detached home that boasts double 
glazing, central heating, fitted kitchen 


High Halstow 
| a 


Spacious three bedroom semi detached 
home consists of living room, dining 
room, fitted kitchen with utility area. 


Four double bedroom detached home 
situated in a sought after village. Parking. 
Kitchen. Cloakroom. Conservatory. 


What houses have been 


sold in the area 


Look for what schools 


are in the area 


Look for transport 
links in the area 


Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 


The smart way to find a new home in the County 


Cliffe Woods 


— 


Three bedroom semi detached house. 
Benefitting from double glazing, central 
heating, driveway and garage. 


Hoo 


Countrywide 


Rochester 


Do not miss out on this three bedroom 
detached bungalow. In need of improve- 
ment, Frindsbury location, No chain. 


Rochester 


Four bedroom detached bungalow. Off 
road parking. Potential to extend. 
Planning permission granted. 


Five bedroom semi-detached home 
situated in popular central location. Double 
glazing, central heating, utility room. 


Chattenden 


Three bedroom town house, kitchen with 
private balcony, utility room and cloakroom/ 
shower room, lounge/dining room. 


Strood 


Four bedroom detached house. 
Llounge, dining room, kitchen, utility 
room, GF cloakroom, conservatory. 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


www.lakeside.uk.com 


Aes is open til 11pm week Oe from Ist to 23rd December. 
With more time to shop at your favourite stores and 250 great shops, 
cafés and restaurants to choose from, who wouldn't feel happier 
jpop Ing at Lakeside this Christmas? 


Lakeside 


Feel-good @hristmas shopping 


= 
NO turkeys JUST Crackers! = 02° Benaut megane 1.6 
o VVT Dynamique 5dr 
[P LU S Includes Air Conditioning ¢ Electric Front Windows 
a Remote Control Central Locking * Alarm ¢ Immobiliser 
— 


Trip Computer ¢ Radio/CD Player * Front Fog Lamps 
Up to the value of your PartExchange | 
See our Website for full details of cars in stock. o9 


Twin Air Bags * ABS ¢ PAS « Traction Control 
pour £7 QQ MRRP New 
ton J £14,270 
Available for immediate delivery = 
[ cx 
~ = 
a ae Sw 15 


against price 
Small Cars | Medium Cars | Large Cars | Sports Cars | 4x4/Est/MPV — Low CO2 


when new 
208 in stock 214 in stock 94 in stock 46 in stock 125 in stock 42 in stock 


from $2,150 from $1,999 JRE fom £3,799 from £4,400 from £2,990 from £4,195 


ee CashPrice $7,999 | RAS" £9,409.64 rene” £99.41 See our website 
eck our Prices. : 

z ‘ ‘otal charge cess mileage for further details 
they're cheaperthan [°*°s' £2,899 forest £1,410.64 | ergo pormie 1490 and where to 


Parker’s Price Guidet al £2,931.88 | Mieser" 000 T1 9% find us. —— 


£195 Credit Facility Fee is included. A £95 Completion Fee is included in the Final Payment. 
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suchas"? 0845 871 5218 onc» AutoPlanet 


Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY = www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk _ Sat: 9am- 6pm, Sun: 11am - 5pm Automotive Retail Group 


Click online for a new car 


Search and find 1000s of Kent cars online 


Check out the prices of new 
and used car valuations 


Search for your local 
car dealer 


Find the latest car reviews 
and test drives on new cars 


Get a car loan quote and 
calculate your repayments 


POWERED BY KOS 


jobs <rmedway.c 


o.uk 


Powered by Jobsforkent.co.uk search engine 


TO ADVERTISE: © EMAIL US @: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 


¢ ACCOUNTANCY ¢ GRADUATE, TRAINEES ¢ MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 

¢ ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA ¢ HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE ¢ NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 

¢ AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT ¢ HR, RECRUITMENT ¢ NURSING, MEDICINE, CARE WORK 
¢ ART AND DESIGN ¢ INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY ¢ OTHER 

¢ CATERING, HOSPITALITY ¢ TT, INTERNET, TELECOMS ¢ PRINT, PACKAGING, DISTRIBUTION 
* CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS © INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE ¢ PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 

© CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE ° LEGAL ¢ PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 
¢ DOMESTIC ¢ LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL ¢ RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 


EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL 
ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES 
ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY 


MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS 
MARKETING, ADVERTISING 


SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 
RESEARCH 
TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 


REEVES+NEYLAN 


chartered accountants+business advisers 


Why not train with the best... 


We would like to hear from you if you have: 


* Astrong academic record inc 300 UCAS points and a 2:1 degree 
* Motivation and commitment to business and finance 

* Proven numerical and communication skills 

* Enthusiasm and a strong desire to succeed. 


Please apply online at www.reeves-neylan.com or send a copy of 
your CV to: Joanna Wooding, HR Team, 37 St Margaret's Street, 
Canterbury CT1 2TU, or via email to hr@reeves-neylan.com 
Training programme details are also available online. 


Want to train as a Chartered Accountant? 


Reeves+Neylan are Kent’s largest accountancy firm, providing award winning tax and 
business advice. We are committed to investing in and supporting our trainees, offering 
exposure to all areas of accountancy. We will shortly be commencing our recruitment 
campaign for trainee chartered accountants to join our Canterbury and Chatham offices. 


S 
THE SPENCER 


East Kent Medical Services Ltd - a private facility at the William Harvey 
Hospital in Ashford, are looking to recruit the following : 


Staff Nurses Full/Part time Days/Nights 


We also have vacancies within our Flexi Bank 


‘ ING 


To discuss these opportunities please contact 
Sister Debbie Burr or Sister Jean Cosgrove on 01233 616202 


For job description and application form please contact: 
Mandy Oliver 
East Kent Medical Services Ltd 
The Spencer Wing, QEQM Hospital, Ramsgate Road, Margate, Kent CT9 4BG 
Telephone: 01843 234556 Fax: 01843 296333 
E-mail: mandy.oliver@thespencerwing.com 
The Spencer Wing is an equal opportunity employer 
These positions are subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check 


East Kent Medical Services Ltd 
— The Spencer Wing, William Harvey Hospital, Kennington Road, 


ae ? ha ‘ Willesborough, Ashford, Kent TN24 OLZ a “Ny 
Sie Telephone: 01233 616201 Fax: 01233 616252 \, £ 
a e-mail:enquiries@thespencerwing.com Nae” 


Company Registration 03130118 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Early Years Visual Impairment 
Play Specialist 


Starting salary £18,471, with progression through 


contribution related pay to £20,262 pro rata 


16 hours per week, term time only 


Based at Ashford - delivering services in the 


Maidstone and Swale Areas 


An opportunity has arisen for a practitioner from the First Phase 
of Childhood (birth to 7 years of age) to work with young visually 


impaired children through play based intervention. 


ay 
iii \7 


A great place to work. 


Ouv sewices aren't the same, 


You will work with individual children with visual impairment in the 
home and early years settings, identify opportunities for inclusion, 
support families in liaison with other agencies and plan for the 
smooth transition from home to school. 


Qualified and experienced NNEB or equivalent person who has 
additional qualifications in Portage, visual impairment, Braille, 
mobility or other related specialisms to contribute as part of a multi- 
disciplinary team under the direction of the Inclusion Coordinator for 
Visual Impairment. 


The ability to travel to meet the requirements of the service 
is essential. 


This post is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure Application to the 
Criminal Records Bureau. 


To apply visit www.kent.gov.uk, email 
recruitment.line@kent.gov.uk, or telephone 08458 247 904 or 
minicom 08458 247 905 (charged at local rate). 


ra) Please quote reference: CFE/09/0552 


“ Closing date: Midday, 6th January 2010. 


Interview date: w/c 2oth January 2010. 
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www.kent.gov.uk/jobs 


so neither ave our people. 


Saint George’s 


Church of England School Humanities College 


} 
} 
Meadow Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 7LS 
Tel: 01474 533082 Fax: 01474 561536 
| HEADTEACHER: Mrs A Southgate BDAKC 


Church of England, Voluntary Aided, Humanities College 
11-18, Mixed, Comprehensive School 


Teaching Assistant (Behaviour) 
KS3 Pts 7-11 £14,099 - £15,984 
30 hours per week, 39 weeks per year 
(Pro-Rata pay £9,646 - £10,936) 
We are seeking an experienced Teaching Assistant to join our team. 
We are looking for someone who has: 
The ability to work constructively with young people and 
to manage challenging behaviour 
e A patient, calm and positive approach 
¢ The ability to apply firm and consistent boundaries 


Saint George’s C of E School is committed to promoting equality of opportunity, 
celebrating diversity and to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. 
All appointments are subject to List 99 and enhanced CRB checks. 
Contact us to request further details and an application form. 

Email dhariwalj@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk 
or visit our website www.saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk 
Closing Date : 8 January 2010 


( TELEPHONE US ON: 01303 817040 € FAX US ON: 01303 817004 


Senior & General Appointments 26-27 


Arriba Weight Loss Challenge Leaders required 
Full Time/Part Time £1000-3000 per month 
Full training and support available 


Call Estelle on 01622 664861 
www.arribakent.biz 


To advertise In 
this section 


01303 817040 


CHARING HEALTHCARE 
are looking to recruit, for a Care Home 
in Sittingbourne 
2 Experienced Night Senior 
Healthcare Assistants 
for an EMI Residential Home NVQ 2 minimum 
2 nights per week, 22hrs, 8pm-7am £6.50p/hr 


For more details and an informal discussion 
please call Angie or Sarah on 01795 423695 


¢> 


TEACHERS! 


& NURSERY NURSES 
GET AFLYING START 
WITH OUR EXCELLENT 
PAY RATES 


| i* 


officeiPeducation 
www.ed g 


sense com 


1-$errsec 


WANT A NEW CAREER IN THE 
NEW YEAR OR JUST WANT TO 
TOP-UP YOUR HOURS? = 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT WORKER 
required in 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS AND PADDOCK WOOD 


© Self Employed basis only 

© £8.25 to £10.00 per hour 

¢ Full-time and Part-time hours available 

You need to be happy taking responsibility and working with 
older people on your own 

© Must have own car and phone 

© Uniform provided 

© Full Training programme available 


Experience preferred but not essential. 
All applicants subject to Enhanced CRB Check 
CALL ELAINE/JULIA ON 
01892 529429 FOR AN INTERVIEW 
www.terrablu.co.uk 
An Investor in People Employer 


To 
advertise 
in this 
section 
(/ 

J 
01303 
817040 


EDUCATION SENSE 


THE THOMAS © 
AVELING SCHOOL +" 


(A Foundation Technology College) 
Arethusa Rd, Rochester, Kent ME1 2UW 
Headteacher: Mr P Jackson, BSc 
Tel: 01634 844809 Fax: 01634 818385 
Email: office@thomasaveling.co.uk Website: www.thomasayeling.co.uk 


Cover Supervisor 


Term Time — 31.25 hours per week (Term time plus 5 development days) 
Commencing January 2010 
Salary: NJC Scale D2 point 12 - Point 21 (presently £15,039 - £19,126 fte) 
A rewarding opportunity has arisen for a pro-active organised and self-motivated person to 
join a successful and over-subscribed secondary school to provide teaching cover supervision 
across the school and cover for absent colleagues as required to a maximum of 25 lessons per 
week. In addition, the successful applicant will be required to support student behaviour 
management systems and may occasionally be required to undertake other reasonable tasks 
commensurate with the role as may become necessary from time to time. 
Closing date for applications: Monday 14th December 2009 


Please send your letter of application, together with completed Application 
Form (available on the school website) and CV to: Mr.S.Rayner, Finance 
and Business Manager, to the above address. 


The Thomas Aveling School is: - an Equal opportunities Employer. - commined to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of all students and an enhanced CRB check will be required for all successful applicants. 


THE NEW SCHOOL AT 
WEST HEATH SEVENOAKS 


Ashgrove Road, Sevenoaks Kent TN13 1SR 
“Rebuilding lives through education” 
Principal & Chief Executive: 

Mrs Christina Wells (BA Hons.) 


The New School at West Heath in Sevenoaks works towards helping stu- 
dents develop life skills and enjoy social activities. As a team we share a 
real desire to set a new, even higher standard of care in education and 
you can help us achieve this goal. The School has approval status from 
the Department for Children, Schools and Families and has an excellent 
rapport with both parents and the Local Authorities. The School is com- 
mitted to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


Cleaning Personnel 

We are looking to recruit a team of cleaners. Shift work to include 
occasional weekends. Previous experience essential. Salary exceeds 
minimum national wage. 

Teaching Assistants 

Supporting students individually and in groups. Previous experience and 
clean driving licence required. 


Contact Lynne McGrath for an application form and job description. 


Tel: 01732 460 553 


Closing date for applications: Wednesday 23rd December 2009 
The successful applicants will be subject to an enhanced CRB check. 


Administrative Assistant 

£16,830 — £19,126 PRO RATA 

PART TIME, 30 HOURS PER WEEK © SIX MONTH CONTRACT 
(FOUR DAYS: MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY) 
BASED FAVERSHAM 


KCA provides a wide range of high quality, innovative primary care mental 
health services. We require an Administrative Assistant to be a member of the 
Psychological Therapy Providers (PTP) team. You will need proficiency in copy 
typing, minute-taking and data in-putting, as well as experience of working 
independently. A sound understanding and experience of using a range of 
computer applications, including Microsoft Access and Excel is required. 

An understanding of statistics and basic data analysis is desirable, although a 
willingness to learn would be acceptable. 


You will need to be able to respond to people in a professional manner and 
have good communication skills. 


Should you wish to discuss this role informally please contact Smita Derodra 
or Karl Grice on 01795 590212. 


An application form and job description can be downloaded from 
www.kca.org.uk or call 01795 590635. Please quote reference: 628. 


Closing date: 31 December 2009. 
Interview date: 12 January 2010 in Faversham. 


KCA (UK) is committed to the principles of equality of opportunity for all. 
Charity No: 292824. 


& ~“ INVESTORS 


www.kca.org.uk 4. IN PEOPLE 


Psychological 
Therapy Providers 


jobs 


Find 
teaching 
MidKent College 


MidKent College based in the Medway Towns and Maidstone 
is seeking to appoint an outstanding individual in the following area: 


Further Education Sports Co-Ordinator Ref: PRO29 
Salary: £20,368 - £26,255 pro rata 
15 hours per week (Medway and Maidstone Campus) 
We are looking for an individual with a proven track record in Sports Development and the Further Education sector, to 
play a key role in increasing participation towards the 5 hour offer in sport and physical activity for young people aged 
16-19yrs. This will entail the coordination and further development of the college's pathways and support, contributing 
to the development of the healthy college award and the cross-college activity programme, including outdoor pursuits 
and active leisure initiatives. As part of the Sports team, the ideal candidate will have excellent communication and 
leadership skills. Experience of working with young people and liaising with a wide range of organisations including 
schools within the three school sports partnerships, sports clubs and sports governing bodies is desirable. 
Closing date: Friday 15 January 2009 
MidKent College is working in partnership with RBL! Employment Solutions to support individuals who have a disability 
or health condition in the application, interview and employment with the college. If you would like any further 
information regarding RBLI, or require assistance with your application process then please contact RBLI on 0800 783 
1144 or visit their website www.rbli.co.uk for information, advice and guidance. 
The College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff 
and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of employment is subject to a Criminal Records Bureau check in 
accordance with the College procedure. 
Application forms and further details are available from www.midkent.ac.uk. Alternatively, please e-mail 
job.applications@midkent.ac.uk. For individuals without access to e-mail or the internet please call the HR 
department on 01634 884402 (24 hour answer machine). In all communication with the College please quote 
the appropriate job title and reference number. 
MidKent College is an equal opportunities employer 


online 


Register your details 

and we'll email you 

daily with new jobs 
that match your 
selected criteria 


JobsforKent.co.uk 


Working Tiare 


The smart way to find 
a job in the County 
POWERED BY KOS MEDIA Action for 
Business College 


Bright new 
careers 


ONUNE 


Register your details and we'll email you daily with 
new jobs that match your selected criteria 


JobsforKent.co.uk 


The smart way to find a job in the County 
POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


ADVERTISING 


Your next customer 
could be reading 
about your 
business 


NOW! 


Advertise today 
Call 01303 817152 


BUILDING SERVICES 


%, Ya 


<i FF 
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Property 


Maintenance 


High Quality Work @ Affordable Prices. 
Painting & decorating. 
Interior & exterior maintenance. 
Kitchen fitting & general carpentry. 


Tiling & odd jobs, 


Call Barry 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


bguiver@hotmail.co.uk 
(references available) 


07810 168863 \ 
BUILDING SERVICES 


yourlocal professionals 


Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory find out more about us and our products and services online 


TO ADVERTISE ~) Email us at classified(@kosmedia.co.uk 


BUILDING SERVICES 


JGH pene 
Painting Company 


Interior/exterior walls and ceilings 


New and existing properties 
Minor works 
Insurance claims including damage 
Plaster skim / walls / ceilings 
FREE estimates 


01634 818184 07713 983910 


BUILDING SERVICES 


BUILDING PLANS 


Need more room 
but can’t afford to move? 
Why not extend your house? 
Member of the Federation of Small Businesses 
and a parent company of 


C&C Construction 


which carries out all aspects of building work 
Contact Kent Drawing on: 
01634 371717 or 07759 332993 


www.kentdrawing.co.uk 


BUILDING SERVICES 


« 


pirilips (naintenence corrector id 


F Roofing F Painting ® Plumbing 
General Maintenance 


“Flat Roof Problems? 
We have the solution” 


« 


U/QUIDRUBBER 


We are approved installers of Liquid Rubber Unique 
Roof Bond System. Whether you are suffering from 
a leaking flat roof or building a new extension, we 
can help you with all your roofing needs! 


No Call out charge for any emergency leaks or 
plumbing requirements 
Call us now for your free quotation 


T: 01622 691200 
E: Philipsmichael@btconnect.com 
www. phillipsmaintenance.co.uk 


Maintaining the future of your property 


CWD BUILDERS 


Your building projects 
WN 
. 

> al 


— 
in safe hands 

e Plumbing ¢ Electrics e Carpentry 

e Plastering e Rendering 

e Damp-proofing ¢ Decorating 

e Roofing ¢ Fascias & Soffits 

e Drainage & Groundworks 

e Extensions ¢ Renovations 

e New Builds e Garden Design 


For a complete and professional service 
with flair, imagination and experience, 
call today for a FREE ESTIMATE on 


07980 062694 or 01303 872505 


CWD Building Services 


Providing a complete build service 
to make your dreams a reality 


- 


BUILDING SERVICES 


GRP Garage Door Skins 


NO MORE soaance D0o PAINTING 


es ii? 
. RESTORE < 
ae. Mes 


. 


Transform the appearance of your garage 


We also undertake repairs and servicing 


CARPETS & FLOORING 


HIGH QUALITY 
FLOORING 
SERVICES 


Wood ¢ Laminates ¢ Carpets ¢ Vinyl ¢ Tiles 


AVALONE FLOORING LTD 
For a FREE Estimate call:01634 294111 
or FREEPHONE: 0800 019 3909 


CARPETS & FLOORING 


CARPETS 


CARPET 


CLEANING SERVICES 


| Carpets Need Cleaning? | 


You’ll get the most thorough clean ever 


-or it’s FREE! 


Amazing NEW technology helps your carpets & 
upholstery get cleaner - and stay cleaner for 
longer. Breakthrough cleaning system safely 
removes dirt, oily soils, most everyday stains, 

leaving just fresh, clean, soft carpets, ready-to-use 
in only half an hour. 100% money back guarantee. 


Produce this ad and claim a FREE profession. 
spot and stain remover (usually £9.99) 
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MARKETING & PROMOTION 


@) Telephone us on 01303 817000 Fax us on 01303 817001 


DIY & TRADE SERVICE 


FASCIAUSOFIT/AND) pa 
GUTTERING|FROM ‘. 
SILICONE FROM % 
SCREWS START FROM@** = 
WINDOWS FROM 
Unit 1, John Hall Close, Oare Road,|Faversham™ 
Kent ME13 7TY ' ~ 
01795 597561 - 
© trade@se-windowcare.co.uk 
© www.se-windowcare.co.uk 


‘at'20% OFF 


DRIVING TUITION 


PASS YOUR TEST! 


ISEARN TO DRIVE WITH A-CIBASS DRIVING SCHOO 


A-C Liass Driving Schoo 


are trying to help keep the 
cost of learning to drive down. 


By giving you lots of great offers such as: 


First 3 lessons for £45 


First 5 lessons for £75 


Visit www.a-class.co.uk 
to view all of our amazing offers helping you save money. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 
* We have male and female 
instructors 
%* We can teach you how to drive 
Manual or Automatic cars 


* Pass Plus/Motorway Lessons i- Ci 


WE ALSO OFFER: 
* Theory Training 


Let us cater for all your driving needs. 
Don't hesitate. Call us now 


0800 043 5006 


or TEXT LESSONS plus your name to] 
80010 


for more information and a call back 


What could a professionally made video do for your business? 


Yourkenttv video services can add great value to your website 
or promotional campaign at a price to suit all budgets. 


Award Winning Company 


DRIVING TUITION 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 
DRIVING LESSONS 


From £6.99 
Conditions apply 


O800 3423 023 


First 5 
Driving lessons 


only £75 


ELECTRICIANS 


Able Cable 


Fully Qualified Electricians 
121 Haig Avenue, Rochester, Kent ME1 2RX 


Office: 01634 817608 
Mob: 07766 462874 
All aspects of work undertaken 


Part P Registered 


¢ FULLY INSURED e FREE ESTIMATES 
¢ NO HOURLY MINIMUM e FREE EMERGENCY CALL OUTS 


—— Bie 
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ELECTRICIANS 


ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 


Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms. 
FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 


For enquiries call 
01227 712790 
07889 895394 


~[- wre =j- west 
DOMESTIC 


INSTALLER APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


FUNERAL SERVICES 


The co-operative funeralcare 


Our caring staff are here to listen and 
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


Chatham 65 High Street 
01634 844288 
Gillingham 2 Livingstone Buildings 


01634 850617 


Rainham 144 High Street 


01634 364970 


Strood 15 High Street 


01634 719555 


To advertise In 


this section 


01303 817150 


GARDENING 


HOMECARE 
a 


SPECIALIST IN 

Drives, Patios, Paths 
Decking, Fencing, Turfing 
Hedge cutting, Pruning 

All Garden services 

Call now for a FREE quote 


01634 682776 07977 807467 
www.homecarelandscapes.co.uk 


HANDYMAN 


a 
andymann 
~~ 
Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Tiling 
Radiators Moved ~ Bathroom Installations 
Guttering ~ Painting & Decorating ~ Shelving 
Laminate Flooring ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Lawn Mowing 
Hedge Trimming ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 


No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 


Call Clive: 07765 663322 
HOUSE CLEARANCE 


Extreme Cleaning Service 


¢ Squatters ¢ Vandalism 
¢ Animals ¢ Sudden Death etc 
¢ Pest Control ¢ House Clearance 


Prompt & Discreet Response 
MEDWAY HOUSE MAINTENANCE SERVICES LTD 
t: 01634 401313 


w: www.medwayhouseclearance.co.uk 
e: admin@medwayhouseclearance.co.uk 


INTERIORS / KITCHENS 


MOTORING / SERVICES 


“ADVANCED 
C CAR DIAGNOSTIC 
FAULT FINDING” 
ALL ASPECTS OF VEHICLE ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Engine management lights + ABS + Airbag + Service Lights 
+ Air Con + ECU repairs + Radio Codes + Blown Fuses 


+ Wiring Loom + Key Fobs Repairs 


+ Electric Windows + Central Locking + Heater Blowers + Heated Rear 
Screens + MOT Emission Refusal + Immobiliser Faults 
+ Diesel Injector Testing + Code Reading + Alternators 
+ Batteries + Starter Motors + Lambda Sensors + Coil Packs 
+ Mass Airflow Sensors + T HEADLAMP BULBS + KEY PROGRAMMING AND 


BC SENSORS, DASHBOARD REPAIRS 
ENGINE SERVICING + FULL SEVICING 
—__01634 238777 Call Mick 07801 429527 


1 Hothfield Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8BJ 
qcrrogers@hotmail.com 


MOTORING / SERVICES 


‘CARS BOUGHT | 
FOR CASH 


Immediate decision 
2001 - ON 


CALL NOW ON :« 
LU idee) | 


PAVING 


P&D PAVING LTD 


Specialists in all 
Block Paving ¢ Crazy Paving 
Concrete Drives ¢ Tarmac ¢ Slabs & All Landscaping 


No Deposit Required ¢ Free Estimates & Advice 
All Work Is Carried Out By Qualified Professionals 
Fully Guaranteed ¢ Friendly Service 
Modern & Traditional Colours & Designs 
Freephone 0800 083 7590 


or 07775 502365 / 07833 923420 ¢ Fax 0870 444 3431 
‘Don’t delay call today for FREE quotation with no obligation’ 


PLASTERING / ARTEXING 


e Render 
e Plaster Boarding 


e Screeding 
Fully Insured 


¢ Skimming over 
e Coving 
e Dot and Dab 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


C & G PLUMBING 


e BATHROOMS 
e DRAINS & WASTEPIPES 


GAVIN e TAPS, BURST PIPES 
07932 / 

153882 e RADIATORS 

sae hid: e TILING 

07941 e EMERGENCY PLUMBING 
426643. © FREE QUOTES 


GS A. job too small 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


EE 


Bathrooms fitted from £350 
Showers - Radiators installed from £100 
Central heating, bathrooms and all plumbing 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE - FREE ESTIMATES 


Telephone Shaun 


tr tee! 01634 386646 |(1 
07947 747332 i 
www.smithsonsplumbing.co.uk 


ONLINE TV 


online TV/as it happens 


REMOVALS / STORAGE 


A\|Y L/E $|F O;R D 


Self Storage 
Need More Space? 
© Personal & Business Storage 
@ 24/7 Drive Up Access 
® Collections & Deliveries 
© Packing Supplies Shop 
Over 100 Lockups 10 Offices 
More than just a store 


01622 715730 “a number to STORE” 
REMOVALS / STORAGE 


MAN, VAN & SAM 
REMOVALS 


2s 
Storage facility available. 3) 
Wwww.manvanandsam.co.uk Ld 


01634 280085 07889 308755 


Local Authority Approved 


TILING 


TILES AT INCREDIBLE PRICES 
HUGE RANGE OF ITALIAN 


FROM m2 incl VAT 
Unit 2, Cuxton Road, Strood, Kent ME2 2BT 
1000’s of wall and floor tiles on display 
www.cerface.co.uk 
Gillingham, Kent ME7 5XR 


WALL & FLOOR TILES 
FROM m2 incl VAT 
Call today: 01634 710188 
TILING 
WALL PEAS, hs 
including mosaic, porcelain, glass 
and natural stone 
Tel: 01634 571000 email: info@cerface.co.uk 
Showroom at: 272 Canterbury Street, 
We are open: Monday-Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturday 9am-~ 2pm ; 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 


Registered No: 12792 


Watch the latest web TV sport news and action kentnews.co.uk 
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SAVED: Steffan Gaisie came close in the first-half 


FOO 


New boy nets late 


on in Chatham win 
Walton Casuals 0 Chatham Town 1 


A LATE goal from Cedric Ngakam gave 
Chatham Town a much-needed boost and 
helped make amends for their FA Cup exit 
against Walton Casuals earlier this season. 

The defender, playing only his second 
league game for the club, fired home at a 
corner eight minutes from time. It was 
only the second win in eight league 
games for the Chats, who climbed back 
into the top eight. 

Manager Alex O’Brien had asked the 
rest of his side to chip in with more goals 
to take the burden off his strikers and he 
was delighted to see a defender get on the 
scoresheet. He said: “I told the players 
you don’t have to be a striker to score. 
Good sides get goals from all over the 
team — ten from a midfielder, ten from 
your centre-backs, etc — it’s unfair to rely 
on the forwards all the time.” 

Before the late strike it was looking like 
another frustrating afternoon for the 
Chats. Brendon Cass and Steffan Gaisie 
came close in the first-half and the visitors 
had a strong penalty appeal turned down. 

There were few chances in a scrappy 
second-half until Ngakam took his 
chance well to clinch victory. O’Brien now 
wants to build on the result and become 
more consistent. 

He said: “I’m not stupid, we’re a team in 
that bracket who can win a game well 
and then lose to a poor side in the next 
game. We're trying to stamp that out as 
quickly as possible.” 

Third-placed Godalming Town visit 
Maidstone Road on Saturday. 


TO SPORTS EDITOR” 
AT 


glenn.pearson@kosmedia.co.uk’, 


SCORE DRAW: Invicta Dynamos were in danger of losing their first home game, but goals from Nolan Boike and Peter Vaisanen salvaged a point against Chelmsford Chieftains 


Import duo turn on the 
style in Mos comeback 


INVICTA Dynamos were forced to 
come from behind to claim a draw 
in an absorbing top of the table 
clash with Chelmsford Chieftains 


on Sunday. 

The visitors built a deserved two-goal lead 
early on but strikes from import duo Nolan 
Boike and Peter Vaisanen levelled the game. 
Despite a frantic final period which enthralled 
the big crowd at the Gillingham Ice Bowl, nei- 
ther side could claim a winner. 

It was the first time the Mos had failed to 
win in front of their home fans this season but 
head coach Kevin Parrish was content with the 
result, which kept his side well clear at the top. 

He said: “It’s a point gained definitely, if 
you're 2-0 down you’d take anything at that 
stage. It still keeps up six points clear of them 
so as long as we can keep these gaps we'll be 
fine. 

“I think they underestimate themselves, they 
keep talking about just making the play-offs, 
but they'll definitely be there or thereabouts. I 
don’t think there’s another team in the league 


i BY DAVID PRITCHARD 


Invicta Dynamos 2 
Chelmsford Chieftains 2 


that can skate with them apart from us. We 
showed that and I think they'll be classics 
every time we play.” 

The Mos had their training session on 
Thursday cancelled due to a problem with the 
ice and the lack of preparation showed as the 
Chieftains caught them cold in the first period. 

On a powerplay Adam Copland netted from 
range against his old club. Darren Brown fin- 
ished a flowing move to double the tally with 
12 minutes gone. 

Boike pulled a goal back from close range 
before the first break to get the Mos within 
touching distance. 

The second period saw the netminders take 


centre stage. Both faced more than 50 shots on 
goal in total, going on to claim their side’s man 
of the match awards, and they ensured a blank 
second period. 

The Mos finished the game strongly and 
drew level with a goal from Vaisanen 13 
minutes from time. Complaints about a 
problem with the lights at one end saw the 
teams switch ends halfway through the final 
period, but it did nothing to disrupt the 
home side. 

A week earlier the Mos had claimed a last- 
gasp winner in Essex but despite their best 
efforts, lightning didn’t strike twice. 

Parrish was happy with a draw and praised 
top scorer Vaisanen for his efforts. 

He said: “You know what you're going to get 
out of Pete, he gives 110 per cent week-in 
week-out whether he’s playing against 
Chelmsford or Peterborough when we beat 
them 14-0. He keeps putting the puck away, 
hopefully we'll just get him moving it a little bit 
quicker at times and he'll start picking up 
assists as well.” 

The Mos host Haringey Greyhounds this 
Sunday. Face-off is at 5.15pm. 


www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk 


No turkeys just crackers! 
PLUS £000's in 


AutoPlanet Maidstone 
Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 
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CASHBACK’ 


208 in 
stock 


0845 871 7110 


www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk 


Medium Cars 
214in Wow 
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Low CO2 —<— 


42 in from 


stock £4,195 + = 


Up to the value of your Part Exchange. See our website for full details of cars in stock. Available for immediate delivery. 


AutoPlanet 


Automotive Retail Group 


makes 


{The equity value of your part exchange (part exchange value less any outstanding finance or setlement gure) can be provided by way of a Cashback when you finance your new car through Waters AutoPtanet, The masimum value of any Cashback may not excede equity value of your part exchange. Subject to status. Witen deals on request. Over 18s only 
1009. 


Offers correct at time of going to press and may be withdrawn at any time. Closing date 20th December 
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Huddersfield Town 2 


Novak 40, Rhodes 45 


Gillingham 1 


Jackson 3 iP 


GILLINGHAM’S winless away run 
in League One continued despite 
taking an early lead against high- 
flying Huddersfield Town. 


Simeon Jackson gave the visitors an early 
lead before two goals just before half-time 
proved decisive for the Terriers. The home side 
had the best chances after the break and could 
have won more comfortably, but in the end set- 
tled for the narrow win. 

Gills boss Mark Stimson was without Simon 
Royce, who injured a knee in a car accident 
and Curtis Weston, who was unavailable 
attending a family problem. Josh Gowling was 
also suspended, so Mark Bentley switched to 
centre-back. Alan Julian took over in goal, 
while Jack Payne and Dennis Oli started in a 
five-man midfield. 

Gillingham arrived with the worst away 
record in League One, but they silenced the 
home crowd by taking the lead. Kevin Maher 
slipped in Jackson, who finished well for his 
first away goal this season. 


LEAGUE TABLES 
COCA-COLA LEAGUE ONE 

P W D [L Gd Pt 
1 Leeds United 20 4 5 1 +2747 
2 Charlton Athletic 2 B 6 2 41945 
3 Norwich City 2 an 6 4 +18 «(39 
4 Colchester United 2 ll 6 4 +16 39 
5 Huddersfield Town 2. 10 5 6 +20 35 
6 Bristol Rovers a Il i 9 0 34 
7 Milton Keynes Dons 2. 10 3 8 ele 33) 
8 Millwall 2 8 8 5 ih 
9 Swindon Town 19 8 7 4 1 31 
10 Walsall 2 8 6 tf (ome) 
11 Carlisle United 2. 7 6 8 will 
12 Hartlepool United 2 7 5 9 @ 2 
13 Southend United 2 7 5 9 30) 26 
14 Southampton (-10) 2 9 8 4 4130-25 
15 Yeovil Town 2 5 9 i 4 24 
16 Oldham Athletic 2 6 6 9 8 24 
17 Brentford 2 5 8 8 a) 
18 Gillingham 21 6 4 ll 6 22 
19 Exeter City 2 5 7 9 8 22 
20 Leyton Orient Z 6 4 14 12 22 
21 Brighton & Hove A 2. 5) 5 ll 15 20 
22 Wycombe Wand 2. 4 5 12 4 WV 
23 Tranmere Rovers 2 5 2 4 24 7 
24 Stockport County 20 3 5 12 9 #4 
RYMAN DIVISION of Sout ae HALF) 
1 Folkestone Invicta 5 1 +18 47 
2 Worthing 41 id 1 6 19 «43 
3 Godalming Town 19 12 , 5 +15 = 38 
4 Walton & Hersham 20 Il 4 5 aa) Bi 
5 Croydon Athletic 8 10 5 3 +21 35 
6 Fleet Town 9 10 2 7 “ill = 2 
7 Ramsgate 19 9 4 6 to 
8 Chatham Town 21 9 3 9 2 30 
9 Merstham 19 8 5 6 a By) 
10 Dulwich Hamlet 20 6 8 6 0 2 
Tl Sittingbourne 7 if 4 6 ae) 25 
KENT LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION TABLE 
1 Faversham Town an 2 I eB) 55 
2 Herne Bay 2 8 i g mM) Bs 
3 Sevenoaks Town 4 7 3 4 +6 24 
4 Erith & Belvedere B 8 0 5 +20 24 
5 Hythe Town I 5 4 2 41660 «19 
6 Beckenham Town 2 6 1 5 +8 (19) 
7 Tunbridge Wells 4 4 7 3 ) 
8 Erith Town ll 5 3 3 +7 (18 
9 Greenwich Borough 3 5) 9 5) 1 18 
10 Deal Town 2 4 4 4 4 16 
11 Sporting Bengal Utd §=— 13 4 3 6 B 15 
12 Norton Sports ll 4 1 6 2 2B 
13 Holmesdale 3 4 1 8 5) 13. 
14 Fisher 6 3 3 10 18 22 
15 Corinthian 2 2 3 7 B 9 
16 Lordswood an 0 3 8 2 3 


FIXTURES (Saturday): Coca-Cola League One: Gillingham v Stockport 
County; Ryman Division One South: Chatham Town v Godalming Town; 
Kent League Premier Division: Lordswood v Hythe Town 


Away day hoodoo strikes 
again for Stimson’s Gills 
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FALSE DAWN: Simeon Jackson gave Gills hope of breaking their 
away duck with an early goal, but Huddersfield hit back to win 


But Huddersfield had averaged more than 
three goals a game at home and struck twice 
in the five minutes before half-time through 
Lee Novak and Jordan Rhodes. 

The Terriers had the best of the second-half 
but were kept out by a spirited defensive dis- 
play. Barry Fuller cleared one effort off the line 
and Julian made several excellent stops to 
keep the visitors in the game. 

The result extended Gillingham’s winless 
away run in League One to 11 games. They 
slipped down two places to 18th but remain 
two points clear of the relegation zone after 
the bottom four all lost. 

Before the game the Gills agreed an exten- 
sion to Matt Fry’s loan deal, which was due to 
run out last weekend. The 19-year-old will 
remain at Priestfield for another month, with 
the Gills hoping to then take the West Ham 
defender on loan until the end of the season. 


Gillingham starting XI 


Subs used: Yussuff (Lewis 72), McCammon (Payne 77), Rooney (Oli 87) 


In the other direction the club are expecting 
to agree a deal for Adam Miller to stay with 
Dagenham & Redbridge. The midfielder’s loan 
expired on Saturday but the clubs began talks 
last week to allow a second month with a view 
to a permanent move. 

Miller has publicly stated his time at 
Priestfield was over and although Stimson dis- 
agreed, he is willing to do a deal. 

He said: “I’ve not closed the door, Adam’s said 
a few things and he thinks it’s closed. Once a 
player gets that in his head it’s hard to change, 
now it’s a matter of the clubs coming to some 
agreement for him to make the move perma- 
nent. 

“He feels he’s done enough here and wants to 
move on. Fair play for him being honest, he’s 
said a few things I thought he didn’t mean but 
he’s sticking by his guns and would prefer now 
to move on.” 

Next up for the Gills is a home game against 
rock bottom Stockport County on Saturday, 
their final game before Christmas. 


Robson sets sights 


on avoidin 


MARK Robson believes avoiding relegation 
in League One this season would be as big an 
achievement for Gillingham as winning pro- 
motion in the previous campaign. 

The Gills have made a steady return to the 
division this season and are in a pack of sides 
sitting just above the bottom four. While sim- 
ply staying up would lack the sparkle of last 
season’s play-off win at Wembley, Robson, the 
club’s first team coach, insists it would be 
just as satisfying. 

He said: “Realistically yes, we’ve got more 
or less the same team as last year so to stay 
up in a better division playing higher quality 
teams week-in week-out would be a massive 
achievement. I think it would be dreaming if 
we thought we were going to get to the play- 
offs. We didn’t expect that, anything above 
staying up would be a bonus for us.” 

The biggest threat to the club’s League One 
security is their away form, with Saturday’s 
defeat at Huddersfield their eighth succes- 
sive defeat on the road. Robson admits it is a 
new experience to be involved in a side which 
has such contrasting fortunes between 
results home and away. 

He said: “Ive not really experienced this 
sort of thing before. I may well have done 
early in my playing days but certainly in my 
coaching days I’ve not really been with a 
team that’s great at home and can’t win 
away. It’s pretty tough because it’s in your 
mind and players are obviously thinking 


q the drop 


GOAL: Mark Robson is focused on survival for Gillingham 


about it. We’re trying our hardest to keep 
them focused that they can achieve things 
away.” 
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ON TARGET: Medway’ Glen Wadsworth 


Medway stutter 


against lowly Park 
Park House 20 Medway 16 


A POOR first-half performance cost 
Medway as they lost out to an improving 
Park House side on Saturday. 

The home side, bottom of London 3 South 
East due to a points penalty, took an early 
lead with a converted try which owed more 
to Medway’s missed tackles than any 
attacking inspiration. 

Glen Wadsworth kicked a penalty but it 
did little to fire up the visitors. Park 
House dictated play and got their reward 
by scoring two tries before half-time to 
build a commanding lead. Both came from 
driving mauls and sent the home side 17 
points clear. 

The visitors finally roused themselves 
just before the break and began to create 
openings themselves, only for a lack of com- 
posure at the crucial moment to undo their 
good work. 

Medway came out for the second-half 
fired up, but again their decision-making 
let them down, with overlaps ignored or 
choosing the wrong kicking option. 

Their pressure did produce some suc- 
cess, with Roger Rhyneheart bundling 
over for a try. Wadsworth converted and 
added two penalties to get the visitors 
within four points. 

In the final 15 minutes they pounded 
Park House’s line in search of the 
winning try, but the hosts hung on for a 
well-deserved victory. 

Medway, whose run of two defeats in the 
last three games represents their worst 
spell of the season, host Old Gravesendians 
at Priestfields this Saturday. 

It is their final competitive game of the 
year and whatever the result they are cer- 
tain to head into the New Year in the top 
half of the division, a considerable achieve- 
ment for the newly-promoted side. 


VIEW THIS CLIP ON 


yourkenttv.co.uk 
Your LOCAL[TV] onLINE 


Mark Stimson on the value of players 
doing their homework before games 
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50% off selected vertical blinds and 30% off roman blind fabric 
Sale starts Friday 18th December and ends January 18th 2010 


Refresh your decor | 
with stylish blinds 
from Apollo ” 


Offering a full range of window blinds, awnings, and shutters including: 
* Venetian * Roman * Conservatory 

¢ Vertical ¢ Wooden ¢ Commercial 

* Roller 


ApolloBlinds 


Inspiring Ideas, Expertly Delivered. 


Visit our showroom or call now on 01634 686868 


Unit 25, Revenge Road, Lordswood, Chatham, Kent, ME5 8UD 
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk 


